Fall
HOME IMPROVEMENT
A Norwich and Sidney Pennysavers Publication

Issue Three

• How to design a fitness room at home
• Must-have kitchen remodel features
• What causes curled shingles?

November 2, 2021

2 Fall Home Improvement #3 / November 2, 2021

Winterize To Safeguard
Your Home From
Harsh Weather
Autumn is a beautiful time of year marked by welcoming cooler
temperatures and the natural beauty of leaves changing colors. Autumn also
has a tendency to fly by, as if the powerful weather of winter simply cannot
wait to make its presence felt.
With such a seemingly short time between the end of summer and the dawn
of winter, homeowners know they don’t have too many weekends in between
to prepare their homes for the potentially harsh months ahead. But such
preparation, often referred to as “winterizing,” can make a home more
comfortable when the mercury dips below freezing, while saving
homeowners substantial amounts of money along the way.
• Clean the gutters. Leaves falling in fall can be a beautiful sight to behold,
but many of those leaves are likely finding their way into your gutters, where
they can lodge and cause a host of problems down the road. If the leaves and
additional debris, such as twigs and dirt, that pile up in your gutters are not
cleared out before the first winter storm, the results can be costly and even
catastrophic.
Winter rain and snowfall needs a place to go upon hitting your roof, and
gutters facilitate the travel of such precipitation from your roof into streetlevel drainage systems. If gutters are backed up with leaves and other debris,
then ice dams may form, forcing water to seep in through the roof. That
damage can be costly and can even cause the roof to collapse inward in areas
with heavy snowfall. Clean gutters throughout the fall, especially if your
property has many trees, and be sure to check gutters one last time before the
arrival of winter.
• Tend to your attic. Homeowners who have attics in their homes might want
to add some extra insulation up there, especially those who recall feeling
cold inside their homes last winter, which is often a telltale sign of improper
insulation in a home. A good rule of thumb when determining if your attic
needs more insulation is to look for the ceiling joists. If you can see the
joists, then you need more insulation.
• Address leaky windows and doors. Sometimes attic insulation is not the

culprit when it comes to a cold
home. Oftentimes, leaky
windows and doors are the real
bad guys in a drafty home. Fall
is a great time to inspect for
leaky windows and doors, as
the wind outside can serve as
your partner. When the wind
outside is blowing, take a tour
of your home’s windows and
doorways, standing next to
them to determine if there any
holes or leaks that are letting
outdoor air inside. If you notice
any leaks beneath exterior
doors, install some door sweeps
to keep outdoor air where it
belongs. Leaks around windows
can be snuffed out with caulk or
weather stripping.
• Test the furnace. Homeowners
typically do not devote much
thought to their furnaces in
spring, summer and fall. But
with winter on the horizon, fall is the time to test the furnace to make sure
it’s ready for the months ahead. Expect a somewhat foul yet brief odor to
appear when starting the furnace. That odor should dissipate shortly, but if it
does not go away, then your furnace is likely in need of repair. But even if
the smell does not stick around, you might want to have the furnace cleaned
by a professional anyway. Such cleanings ensure the furnace works
efficiently throughout the winter.
• Clean the garage. You might not mind parking in the driveway during the
warmer months of the year, but why subject your vehicles to harsh winter
weather if you don’t have to? Clean the garage in the fall so you have an
indoor parking spot throughout the winter season. Protecting your car from
the elements can add years to its life and also saves you the trouble of
digging your car out of the snow.
Fall is a time of year for homeowners to spend a weekend or two preparing
their homes for the often harsh weather that awaits when winter arrives.
FH149472

Heating &
Cooling
All In One
Rebates & Financing Available Now.
blueoxenergy.com • 800-723-2583
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Caring for
kitchen
countertops
Kitchen remodels are a popular home improvement project that help
homeowners recoup large percentages of their initial investments at resale. A
kitchen remodel can invigorate a home and make the most popular room in
the house more functional.
According to HomeAdvisor, a home-improvement informational guide,
homeowners spend an average of $22,000 on kitchen remodels. However,
lavish projects can cost more than $50,000. Protecting such investments is
important and requires that homeowners understand how to properly
maintain kitchen features so they have the longest life possible. This includes
the new countertops that make the kitchen look complete.
Countertops come in various materials, not all of which should be treated the
same way. Quartz, granite, marble, laminate, and tile countertops require
different types of maintenance.
Quartz
Engineered quartz countertops are popular. Quartz countertops are nearly
maintenance-free and resistant to stains, scratches and even heat. Quartz will
not need to be sealed like natural stone and can be cleaned using just a damp
cloth with a mild, nonabrasive soap.
Granite
Polished or honed granite countertops offer a high-end look that adds instant
value to a kitchen. Natural variations in granite give each kitchen a custom
look. To keep granite countertops clean, avoid abrasive cleansers that can
scratch, and opt for warm, soapy water instead. Stains are possible, but can

SALES

be remedied with a baking soda
paste left to sit for a couple of
hours, advises Angie’s List.
Wipe up oils, acids and soda
promptly to avoid stains, and
follow advised sealing routines.
Marble
Marble is a natural stone that is
porous and will need to be
resealed periodically. Because
marble has high levels of the
mineral calcite, it can be
reactive when acids come in
contact with it, and etch marks
may appear. Promptly wipe
away tomato juice, lemon juice,
perfume, or toothpaste. Marble
is softer than granite and will
wear at a faster rate. Avoid
scratching and exercise caution
when using knives or sharp
objects around marble.
Laminate
One of the more budget-friendly materials, laminate countertops can be
fabricated to mimic the look of natural stone, wood or even quartz. Laminate
is less resistant to damage than other materials and will need a gentle touch.
Formica® says to never use abrasive cleansers, scouring pads or steel wool
when cleaning laminate countertops. For tough stains, an all-purpose cleaner
should suffice when applied with a nylon-bristled brush. Test any cleanser in
a discreet area first.
Tile
Cleaning tile countertops requires getting into crevices along the grout lines.
A toothbrush and a mildew-fighting cleaner or bleach diluted with water is
advised. Also, unglazed tiles need to be sealed yearly. Some soap may leave
residue, which can be removed with a solution of vinegar and water.
Check with the manufacturer or installer of the countertops to learn more
about the ways to clean and maintain new counters. FH188186

SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating Specialists
Gilbert Plumbing and Heating
has been providing quality
plumbing and heating
services for over 30 years.

We offer full heating
equipment service
including new
installations, repairs and
service contracts.

PARTS

RENTALS

ChenangoSales.com
976 State Hwy. 12
Greene, NY
607-656-8219

We provide commercial
and residential services
for any heating or
plumbing system
installation and repairs.
Contact us for details
or for an estimate.
Gilbert Plumbing and
Heating...Quality without
Compromise!

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776
607-783-2289
www.gilbertph.com
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10’x12’ COTTAGE

12’x28’ GARAGE

$

$

7,165

71 *
331
or
$

/mo. for
36 months
$

12’x24’.............. 6,500
12’x20’..............$5,838
12’x18’..............$5,200

$

3,140
37 */mo. for

145

36 months
or
8’x12’................$2,715
10’x14’..............$3,436
10’x16’..............$4,211

• Smartside Siding
• All framing 16’’ on center
• 3/4’’ Tongue & Groove Flooring • Lifetime Architectural Shingles
* No credit check, pay within 90 days same as cash price

• Fabrics & Sewing Supplies
• Scooters & Wagons
• Housewares & Gift Items

278 Atswell Rd., Richfield Springs

315-858-0841
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm • Sat. 8 am - 3 pm • CLOSED SUNDAY

How to design
a fitness room
at home
People exercise for many different reasons. Exercise can improve one’s
appearance, reduce the risk for illness, alleviate stress or anxiety, and
even help pass some time. Exercise is often a social activity, but in the
wake of social distancing guidelines issue in response to the COVID19 outbreak, many people have found themselves looking for ways to
exercise at home.
Building a home fitness room has
A home gym space never been a more timely project, and
will likely not be as such a project can continue to provide
rewards even when life returns to
expansive as the
some semblance of normalcy. Here’s
space inside a
how to successfully stock a home
gym.
traditional fitness
• Find a dedicated space. A home
center.
gym will be limited by the amount of
space that can be devoted to workouts. Possible fitness room locations
include a spare bedroom, a garage, a basement, or an enclosed patio.
Measure the space so you can pick and choose equipment that will fit.
Leave some floor space empty for movement exercises or mat
activities.
• Keep the space bright. Darkness can sap energy levels, so invest in
mirrors and adequate overhead lighting to make the space inviting.
Natural light can make the exercise area more enjoyable.
• Consider the flooring. New flooring can protect against damage and
make an area more conductive to working out. Rubber mats can offset

• COUNTERTOPS • CORIAN • GRANITE • PORCELAIN

Over

58 Years
• SUNPIPE • PORCH ENCLOSURES

We listen to your needs and help
you create a workable space that’s
organized and stylish.
Stop in and see how beautiful they are.

WOLF CLASSIC
CABINETS
DECORA
CABINETRY
Beautiful
• Cabinetry
– Custom or Stock

50% OFF

•High Quality
•All Wood
Construction
•Exceptional
Value
•Fast Delivery*
(Some restrictions apply)
*Some styles and finishes

• Countertops
– Granite – Quartz
– Corian – Laminate
– Porcelain
– Solid Wood
• STAIRCASES • RAILING SYSTEMS • WINDOWS • DOORS – FINISHED or UNFINISHED

• QUARTZ • LAMINATE • SOLID WOOD

Of Design &
Construction
Experience

Designing a new kitchen or bath
is easy when you let us help you!
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Twin Valley, L.L.C.
Wholesale & Retail Lumber

- ENHANCING YOUR HOME
WITH THE BEAUTY OF WOOD -

All major northeast species of
Hardwoods & Softwoods
echoes and reduce the noise of running on a treadmill or setting down
heavy weights.
• Use space-saving equipment. A home gym space will likely not be as
expansive as the space inside a traditional fitness center. Thankfully,
many activities do not require a lot of space or equipment. Classic
exercises like squats, lunges, push ups, and sit ups require little gear but
still produce results. Figure out which equipment you like the most and
invest in two or three key pieces. Dumbells of various weights, a
medicine ball and a yoga mat can be all you need to create a versatile,
effective workout. A TRX system and a door-mounted pull-up bar also
are great space-saving options.
• Have a TV hookup. A home gym may benefit from a smart TV that
you can use to stream workout videos or catch up on the latest news
while running the treadmill or using the stationary bike.
A home gym is beneficial year-round, and can be especially valuable
when social distancing guidelines are put in place. TF207075

CANAL STREET
HARDWARE & SUPPLY
ALL YOUR WINTER SURVIVAL
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF!
If we don’t have it and you need it, we’ll get it!

CALL US!

We carry

FEED

• Snow Shovels • Rock Salt • Dry Shod Boots
• Insulated Boots • Gloves • Wild Bird Seed and Suet
• PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

• Best Pricing Around on
Outdoor Drainage Pipes
• Interior & Exterior
Valspar Paints,
Cabot Stains & Supplies

WE MAKE

HYDRAULIC
HOSE
ON-SITE!

3 South Canal Street, Oxford • 607-843-6929
Expanded Hours: 7 am-6 pm M-F, 7 am-4 pm Sat. & Sun.

Canal Street Hardware
and Supply LLC.

• Dimensional lumber - S2S & S4S
• Hardwood Flooring • Moldings
• V-grooved Paneling
Contractors, Woodshops & Hobbyists
are always welcome!

NYS Rte. 8, Bainbridge, NY 13733
Ph: 607•563•4300
Fx: 607•563•3030
M-F: 7:00-4:00, Sat: 8:00-1:00
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Must-have
kitchen remodel
features
Homeowners looking to renovate often see room for improvement in their
kitchens and bathrooms. The National Association of Home Builder’s
Remodeling Market Index Survey, which measures conditions in the
remodeling market, indicates that, in 2015, the two most common remodeling
jobs were bathroom remodels (81 percent) and kitchen remodels (79
percent). According to HGTV and Statistics Brain, a new kitchen remodel for
a kitchen measuring 12 by 12 feet may cost homeowners anywhere from
$17,000 to $37,000.
Before investing so much into their remodeling projects, homeowners should
think carefully about the features that will improve their time spent at home.
When planning a kitchen renovation, homeowners may want to consider the
following upgrades to make the room more enjoyable while improving its
functionality.
Oversized sink
Although high-efficiency dishwashers are popular, deep sinks to soak soup
pots or woks are still useful. Deep sinks may be preferable to double sinks,
especially for homeowners who use lots of kitchen tools when preparing
meals.

reduce the transfer of
pathogens to faucets
from hands during
food preparation.
These pedals also free
up hands for other
tasks.
Bottom’s up
People likely spend
more time raiding the
refrigerator than the
freezer on any given
day. Rather than
having to bend down
to seek out that
favorite flavor of
Greek yogurt, choose
a model with the
fridge on top and
freezer on the bottom,
especially if anyone
in the household has
mobility issues. When shopping for refrigerators, French-door style units
may offer even more access, making it easy for homeowners to slide fruit
trays, sheet cakes and other large items into the fridge.
Extra lighting
A kitchen should be a balance of form and function. A combination of
overhead lighting, decorative lighting and task lighting can illuminate all
areas of the space effectively.

Soft-closing hinges
When replacing cabinets (or just the hardware), consider installing softclosing hinges and slides on doors and drawers. These devices eliminate
slamming and caught fingers, reducing noise and injuries in the kitchen.
Foot-pedal water operation
When outfitting a sink, think about foot controls, which are popular in
doctors’ offices and hospitals. Turning on the water with the tap of a foot can

Appliance garages
Architectural and design resource Houzz says that appliance garages are
popular kitchen additions, too. Set at countertop level, these cabinets allow
people to keep small appliances plugged in but tucked neatly behind closed
doors.
Kitchen remodels are a sizable investment, and renovations can be
customized to make the kitchen more hospitable for all in residence.
FH178195

VEP / WALDRON’S
KITCHEN CABINETS:

Showplace
Cabinetry

Residential
and commercial
carpet, luxury
vinyl, ceramic tile,
& remnants.

ON SALE
CHEST AND UPRIGHT

FREEZERS
ARRIVING WEEKLY!

Carpet and Vinyl Remnants
available at discounted Prices

• 2.4 cu. ft. to 24.8 cu. ft. • all manufacturers

• Huge Selection of Quality Flooring

Washers & Dryers

Wall to Wall

FREE

See Our Full Line of

m

In-Ho

ring!

asu
e Me

Located at 89 Main Street, Sidney NY 13838

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
• Financing Available

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 7 pm; Sat. 9 am - 1 pm

Closed Sunday •
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What is
sweating a
pipe?
Copper plumbing long has been a standard in home construction. Anyone
who has a home with copper pipes should have an understanding of how to
make repairs in the case of a leak or if modifications need to be made.
“Sweating pipes” is one term homeowners may hear when maintaining their
pipes.
Sweating a pipe refers to soldering a
The acid in the flux
pipe or the joint. Sweating seals a
joint or mends a fault. When
attracts the solder into new
sweating a pipe, it is important to do
the seam between the the job correctly so that a soldered
can last for years and years.
two copper pieces and pipe
PlanItDIY, a source for how-to
advice, says that sweating pipes
fills the gap while
involves some key steps.
creating a semi• Cut the pipes to the right length
using a copper tube cutter or
permanent bond
hacksaw.
between the pieces.
• Use a file or wire brush to remove
burs and smooth down the ends.
• Clean the end of the copper pipe with a cleaning brush until the surface is
bright all around. In addition, clean the inside of all fittings.
• Brush plumbing flux on the brushed surfaces and assemble the joint. The
how-to resource Hunker says flux is an acidic paste applied to all of the

pieces of copper that you want to connect together. The flux paste will draw
in the solder after the pipe is heated using a blow torch. The acid in the flux
attracts the solder into the seam between the two copper pieces and fills the
gap while creating a semi-permanent bond between the pieces.
• To create the seal, move the flame around the joint to heat it evenly. The
copper will get shiny, and the flux will melt. When the pipe begins to dull
and the flux sizzles and smokes, it is time to apply solder. Touch lead-free
plumbing solder to the joint and apply more heat.
• The sweating process is finished when the solder bubbles out of the end of
the seam. Let cool and the joint should now be water-tight.
Sweating pipes gets easier with practice. DIYers who are nervous about
plumbing projects that involve sweating can be reassured there are
connection products available that are used in lieu of flux and solder. These
push-to-connect fittings seal joints as well.
Individuals can speak with experts at hardware and home improvement
stores to find the best products for their needs and skill levels. SH202658

Call today to schedule your
cleaning for optimal performance
this heating season.
We offer: Fuel Oil, Kerosene,
Diesel, Gas and Propane

with
Oil and Gas
Mobile Home Furnaces

Furnaces
and

Boilers
Air Conditioning
Air Handlers & Boilers

8:00-5:00

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, N.Y. 13815
PHONE: (607) 334-3633 • Nights, Sundays & Holidays (607) 334-7970
www.reesemarshall.com • email: service@reesemarshall.com
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We can build the
outrageous or elegant,
the simple or
complex structures.

NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com
8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

• Block Work to Framing
• Sheet Rock to Electric
• Kitchens to Bathrooms
• Post Beam to
Custom Wood Work
• Land Clearing to Pond Building
• Patios to Retaining Walls
and Everything in Between

1-800-723-9092
315-691-4900
Don’t be fooled by the Name.
We’re the Best in the Game!

www.citiscapellc.com
Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

THE KITCHEN
YOU ALWAYS
WANTED

by

Heavy Duty
Commercial
Quality Washers
& Dryers
American Made!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
MODEL KITCHENS ON DISPLAY
...Come look at and feel the quality!

In-home consultation & design service.
Model kitchen on display
Countertops:
• Granite • Quartz • Laminate • Solid Surface
Let us help you design a functional
& inviting place for your friends
& family to gather

COAL
STOVES & FURNACES
Easy financing available.
Payments as low as $65/mo.

RENTALS

FULL LINE OF TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
• Rototillers • Jackhammers • Leaf Blowers
• Contractor Tools • Scaffolding
Small
engine parts
• Tables & Chairs • Lawn Vacuum
stocked
• Chimney Brushes • Chain Saws
• High Weed Cutters • Power Post Hole Digger
• Chipper Vacs • Log Splitters
• Pressure Washers • Tents & More

STOVEPIPE &
ACCESSORIES
(Adaptors, Elbows,
Support Pieces)

Direct Pellet, Gas & Chimney Vent

Ask Us How To Cut Your
Fuel Bill IN HALF!!
Free standing,
automatic, hand fired
add-on furnaces and
add-on boilers. Direct
vents available. BTUs
70,000–500,000.
prices start at

$

2,279

We Are
Your Carhartt
Headquarters
• Jeans • Jackets • Bibs • Shorts
• T-Shirts • Sweatshirts
• Women, Children & Baby

See our experts today!

Units are in stock.

LARGEST SELECTION OF
SMOKE PIPE IN THE AREA!

Full Line of Carolina
Boots In Stock
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What to do
when a project
stalls
Upon embarking on a home improvement project, homeowners who have
never before lived through such undertakings are often told to expect their
projects to take more time than initial estimates suggested. Unforeseen
complications can compromise project timelines, and some homeowners may
find their projects stuck in neutral.
Stalled projects can make life at home difficult, and homeowners may feel
helpless with regard to getting a project back on course. But there are ways
for homeowners to get stalled projects back on course.
• Start off on solid financial footing. It’s important that homeowners who
want to upgrade their homes enter the home improvement process with a
realistic grasp of their finances. Many home improvement projects stall when
homeowners run out of money. Homeowners can avoid such unfortunate
situations by only beginning a project they know they can afford. Whether
funding a project with a loan or savings or a combination of both,
homeowners should make an honest assessment of what they can afford to
commit to a given project. If the amount of money available does not add up
to the estimated cost of the project, delay the project now or you might be
facing a stalled project down the road.
• Honestly assess whether or not you can finish the job. Do-it-yourselfers
may have the abilities to complete a project, but they should not let their
pride get in the way of their ultimate goal, which is the completion of the
project. In addition to money, time or lack thereof, is often the culprit behind
stalled projects. Homeowners with full-time jobs, families or both may not be
able to find the time to complete a job in a timely fashion. If the project has
been stuck in neutral and no sudden windfall of free time is on the horizon,
start contacting contractors to finish the job for you.

• Ask for help.
There’s no shame in
asking for help to
complete a project.
Some homeowners
may underestimate
the scope of a project
until it’s too late.
Asking family, friends
or neighbors for help
might be the only way
to get a stalled project
back on track. Certain
home improvement
projects may not
require advanced
skills, and even
friends or family with
little or no home
improvement
experience can pitch
in to complete such
projects. When more
advanced projects
stall, homeowners
may want to hire
contractors to
complete the work. If
budgets have not left
much room for hiring a contractor, homeowners can perform some of the
labor on their own.
• Be mindful of permits. Some home improvement projects require permits,
and these permits often have expiration dates. Homeowners must keep
permits in mind when projects start to stall, recognizing that they may need
to reapply for permits if projects go unfinished for especially long periods of
time.
Stalled home improvement projects can be a nightmare. But homeowners can
address such delays in various ways to get projects back on track. FH178262
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116 Warn Pond Rd., Rte. 12 South, Oxford
607-843-2000

Financing
Available

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm,
Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Sat. 9 am-1 pm

www.countrysideoxford.com

18

BAGGED
PELLETS & COAL

No Power? No Problem!
Don’t be left out in the cold this winter. A Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi® hearth
appliance can provide your family with warmth & comfort even when the power
goes out! P.S. - You can even use your Lopi to cook on! Now is the perfect time
to invest in a beautiful Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi® gas or wood heater. Come
see our vast selection of fireplaces, inserts and stoves that can add the
ambiance of fire to any home. Talk to us about your creative vision of fire and let
us help you ignite the fire within.

FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER & PARTS

COAL STOVES • BOILERS • FURNACES

WOOD • GAS • PELLET
COAL • ELECTRIC • OIL
“Designing Kitchens for more than 40 years.”
“Rated the best built cabinet in America
by the leading consumers magazine.”

The Only Independent/Family Owned
Kitchen Design Center in the Area

Affordable quality cabinets and
complete design services.

SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

COUNTERTOPS
Laminate • Quartz • Granite

FLOORING
• Hardwood
• Laminate
• Luxury Vinyl
Plank & Tile
• Tile
• Luxury Sheet Vinyl

Looking For A New
Kitchen or Bath in 20
21

COME TO THE
#1 DESIGN CENTER
IN CHENANGO
COUNTY.

?

WE WELCOME
DO-IT-YOURSELFERS & CONTRACTORS

(607) 843-9834 • www.fabershome.com
JUST MINUTES FROM OXFORD!

Your #1 Home Improvement Resource

116 Warn Pond Road, Rte. 12 South, Oxford, NY
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What causes
curled
shingles?
No homeowner wants to look at the exterior of his or her home and see roof
damage. Such damage may lead homeowners to think they need a new roof, a
potentially costly expense that can quickly throw household budgets into a
state of disarray.
According to the HomeAdvisor, the
Homeowners with attics in
average homeowner spends a little
their home may see curled
more than $7,600 installing a new
roof. Various factors, including the size
shingles on their roofs
of a home and the type of roof
because moisture is
homeowners prefer, will affect the cost
of a roof replacement. In addition,
building up in their poorly
homeowners who see roof damage can
ventilated attics.
rest assured that not all roof problems
will necessarily require a replacement roof to be installed.
Curled shingles are a problem many homeowners have encountered. This
particular problem is not always indicative that a roof is on its way out. In
fact, the home improvement resource This Old House notes that, as asphalt
shingles age, their corners often begin to curl downward or upward.
Homeowners who notice this early enough can glue down the curled section
of each shingle that’s beginning to curl.
Some shingles may be curling because they’re defective. Fortified Roofing, a

Don’t Buy a Pole Barn Package
Until You’ve Contacted Us!
We Offer Competitive Pricing
and Guarantee Satisfaction.

POLE BARN PACKAGE

New Jersey-based roofing company that specializes in the repairing and
replacing of various roofing configurations, advises homeowners to contact
a local roofing professional to diagnose the cause of the curling. Doing so
quickly can prevent curled shingles from contributing to more widespread
damage.
Moisture and poor ventilation may be contributing to curled shingles as
well. Homeowners with attics in their home may see curled shingles on their
roofs because moisture is building up in their poorly ventilated attics. In
addition to causing damage such as curled shingles, a poorly ventilated attic
allows moisture to build up, potentially contributing to mold growth. Mold
presents a host of additional problems, including some that can adversely
affect the health of a home’s inhabitants.
Improper roof installation also may be the culprit behind curled shingles.
When a roof is not installed correctly, shingles may not be aligned or nailed
down in the right way. This might be what’s causing shingles to curl on
recently installed roofs.
Curled shingles are unsightly and can pose a significant threat to a home if
not addressed promptly. Homeowners can protect themselves and their roofs
by working with skilled roofing professionals, who can diagnose issues like
curled shingles and offer the right solutions. FH198134

UPSTATE TOOL
& EQUIPMENT LLC
See Us for All Your Rental Needs!

24’ X 32’ X 10’

Welder & Cutting Equipment
Heaters

POST FRAME
PACKAGE:

Power Tools

Call for
current pricing

Forced Air Multi-fuel Heater
175,000 BTU
1/2” Hammer Drill 28V
Demo Saw
Power Broom
Air Jack Hammer
Electric Jack Hammer (w/bits)
Paint Sprayer

• MATERIAL PACKAGE

Designed to meet
Your Needs

Call
Today
for Your

FREE
Quote!

• Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4’ O/C)
• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)
• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10’ O/C)
• 2 x 8 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)
• 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24” O/C) and Roof Purlins (24” 0/C)
• 2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier
• 1/4’’ M W I Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof
• Beige Evertast II Traditional Steel Siding
• Ivy Evertast II Traditional Steel Roof
• One Bag of Concrete Mix Per Post Hole

• DOORS & WINDOWS
• Two Clopay 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds
• One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door

• 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT
• FASTENERS
• 1 1/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels
• 5 ln. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier
• 3 1/2 ln. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board
• Galvanized Steel Framing Nails

• DETAILED BUILDING PLANS

2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY
(Located Between Rte. 8, Sidney and Bainbridge, NY)

607-967-4877
www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com

Power Equipment
Generator
Pressure Washer
10” Tile Saw
2” Sump Pump
Appliance Hand Truck
Post Hole Drill
Walk Behind Brush Hog
Log Splitter
Walk Behind Tiller
Trencher Earth Saw
Floor Sander
Floor Edger

Rentals by
the Day,
Week or
Month

We are now an
AMSOIL DEALER,
also Selling Truck
Accessories &
Plows/Parts
• Skid Steers
• Backhoes
• Attachments
• Dozers
• Excavators
• Rollers
• Loaders
• Lifts
• Scrappers
& Off Road
Trucks
• Challenger Tractors
& Attachments
• Trailers & Car Dollies

WE RENT TO

HOMEOWNERS
& CONTRACTORS

5368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY 13815

607-244-0252
upstatequalityrental@icloud.com
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30, Sat. 7:30-noon, Closed Sun.
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OMAX
Water Jet

Fall Home Improvement #3 / November 2, 2021 13

Things to consider
before warming up
next to your first
fire this winter
A warm fire can make even the coldest winter day more enjoyable.
Fireplaces may not get much use in spring or summer, but come late fall
and throughout the winter, the fireplace can be a great place for families to
gather.
Before fireplace season hits full swing, homeowners might want to brush
up on a few fireplace facts so they can safely enjoy nights spent sitting by
the crackling flames.
The Chimney Safety Institute of America advises homeowners with
fireplaces to hire a CSIA-certified chimney sweep to clean their fireplaces.
After a lengthly period of non-use, various issues could be affecting the
chimney, many of which might not be noticeable to an untrained eye.
Professional, certified chimney sweeps have extensive knowledge of
fireplaces, making them valuable resources who can let homeowners know
if any safety issues developed since fireplaces were last used. The National
Protection Agency recommends that chimneys be swept at least once per
year.
A full inspection of the chimney might be in order as well. Chimney
service technicians will conduct thorough examinations of readily
accessible portions of the chimney exterior and interior and accessible
portions of the appliance and the chimney connection. The CSIA
recommends that homeowners who plan to use their chimneys as they have
in the past request a Level 1 inspection, which will examine the soundness
of the chimney structure and flue as well as the basic appliance installation
and connections. Technicians also will verify if the chimney is free of
obstruction and combustible deposits.
Homeowners also should inspect their chimney dampers before lighting
their first fires of the season. Dampers should open and close smoothly. If
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not, a service
technician can help
fix or replace the
damper.
Firewood is another
thing homeowners
must consider
before lighting their
first fires of the
season. The CSIA
says that wellseasoned firewood
works best, noting
that wood that is not
well-seasoned will
produce more
smoke than heat. In
addition, the home
improvement
resource This Old
House recommends
using dense wood
that’s been split and
stored in a high and
dry place for at least
six months. Oak is
an example of dense
wood that, when
stored properly, can
make for an enjoyable fireplace experience. Avoid softwoods like pine. Pine
can produce a lot of creosote, which is a byproduct of wood combustion.
Creosote is highly flammable, and as it builds up in a chimney, the risk for a
chimney fire increases. Choosing the right wood, making sure it’s wellseasoned and having a chimney professionally cleaned can reduce the risk
of a creosote-related chimney fire. A Level 1 inspection should determine if
there are potentially dangerous levels of creosote deposits in the chimney.
Before nestling up to a fireplace this winter, homeowners should consider a
host of factors and safety measures to ensure their fireplaces are safe and
ready for the season ahead. TF199248

Want to be in your home by
Thanksgiving of 2022?

Don’t wait! Homes ordered right now are
being shipped in late Spring-Summer 2022.
Let us help you get pre-qualified and begin building your
dream home today while interest rates are still low!
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14x76 (72)
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath

Need a new home
ASAP? These
singlewides are
ready for
IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY!

14x72 (68) 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath
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N.Y.’s MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTER
4050 US Hwy. 20, RICHFIELD SPRINGS
www.americanhomesny.com • 315-858-1600 • OPEN 7 DAYS
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Improve
entertaining
spaces
Some homes are seemingly built for entertaining, while others may
need a little help to make them more fit for hosting dinner, holiday
gatherings or an evening with friends.
Overall, one-quarter of people entertain guests in their home either
daily or weekly across the globe. One-third entertain monthly,
according to findings from GFK Insights.
People who open their homes to loved ones may want to make some
modifications to their spaces to improve the experience for all involved.
• Tame the clutter. Look for ways to reduce clutter in rooms where
entertaining takes place. Built-ins with bookshelves and cabinets can
hide electronics and wayward toys or collectibles. Focus attention on
the entryway, hanging hooks for collecting coats, keys and shoes, so
they do not overrun the foyer. Remove any knickknacks or other
breakable items from shelves or on coffee tables to free up more space.
• Improve conversation seating. Arrange tables and chairs to create
conversation nooks for guests who want to talk and get to know one
another better. Consider moving out big and bulky sofas in favor of
love seats or comfortable chairs that will take up less room and
improve flow in entertaining areas.
• Find the pieces you like. Think about how you tend to entertain and
then cater your space to those preferences. For example, a large dining
table with fold-out extensions or leaves is ideal for someone who
regularly hosts formal dinner parties. Renovate a room to include a

small bar and club chairs for a lounge feel if cocktail parties are
typical.
• Improve lighting. Work with an electrician and/or designer who can
offer ideas for lighting that can set the mood for entertaining. Rooms
that are dull and dim can benefit from overhead lighting fixtures if
there are none already available. Task lighting in the kitchen under
cabinets can make it easy to prepare food for guests. Wall sconces or
focused lighting on artwork can establish a dramatic effect.
• Do major construction. Consider working with a builder to make
some changes if you simply don’t have the space to entertain. Taking
down a wall can open kitchens to living spaces, while adding a deck or
three-season room off the kitchen or dining room can provide more
space for guests to congregate.
• Install a guest bath. Update or add a bathroom near the main
entertaining areas. This allows guests to discretely use the bathroom
and keeps them from roaming in areas of the house you would prefer
they avoid. DE18B418

Get quality
coverge from
local agents
you can trust.
Homeowners
Renters
Condominiums

Specializing in Kitchen and
Bath Remodeling

Rest Assured
with the right home insurance

Featuring the latest trends and design options
in countertops, cabinets, lighting, tiles,
fixtures and much more.

Call us today for a quote
and ask about our money-saving umbrella
policies for auto, home, marine and more.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Military & Senior Citizen Discounts Available

Call Today for a FREE Consultation

607-745-7914

Rinker Agency LLC
607-639-1930
191 Main St. PO Box 23, Afton, NY
roxannalrinker@yahoo.com
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Recycle The Right Way

Household Batteries
(just tape ends with clear tape)

Fluorescent Light Bulbs
(limit 2 per day per resident)

We Also Accept
All Electronics**
**$7.50 fee for CRT / tube style televisions / monitors

#1 – see through plastic
= #1 PETE
#2 – colored plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE
Colored
#2 – milky color
plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE
Natural
#5 – tubs
= #5 PP
all metal food & drink cans = Tin Cans
clear glass food & drink
containers
= Clear Glass
most wine bottles
= Green Glass
most beer/yeast bottles
= Brown Glass
junk mail/magazines/paper = Junk Mail
newspaper/pennysaver
= Newsprint
cardboard boxes /
kraft paper
= Cardboard*
* Waxy or plastic coated cardboard is garbage.

All CLEAN recycling is FREE!

1) NORTH NORWICH TRANSFER STATION
– 6701 NYS Hwy 12, Norwich
M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

2) BRISBEN TRANSFER STATION
– 177 Coutermarsh Rd., Greene
M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

3) PHARSALIA LANDFILL
– 439 CR 47, Norwich
M–F 8–4, Sat 8–noon

KEEP YOUR
COMMUNITY SAFE!
Batteries placed in the
garbage or curbside bin can be
damaged and cause fires or
contaminate our water supply.
Be sure to remove the battery
from your device, tape both
ends and recycle your
batteries separately at
our facility.

Watch for upcoming recycling programs at the landfill and transfer stations.

16 Fall Home Improvement #3 / November 2, 2021

