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GILBERT PLUMBING
E HEFIT/NE

| Gilbert Plumbing and Heating
has been providing quality
plumbing and heating
services for over 30 years.
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We offer full heatlng
equipment service
including new
installations, repairs and
service contracts.
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We provide commercial
and residential services
for any heating or
plumbing system
installation and repairs.

Contact us for details
or for an estimate.

Gilbert Plumbing and
Heating...Quality without
Compromise!

Buderus BRlElln Thermo Pride
BURNERS T ——

24 /7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776
www.gilbertph.com

607-783-2289
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. Opening TR X
Friday, April 25th!

. Gretna
Gardens

(formerly Otsdawa Greenhouse)

Beautiful hanging baskets,
impatiens, geraniums & more!

You!

Gretna Gardens
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Deszgned tO meet

Your Needs
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Stop and See

All We Have For
Call
Today

for Your

FREE

Quote!
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* MATERIAL PACKAGE

* DOORS & WINDOWS

¢ 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT
* FASTENERS

* DETAILED BUILDING PLANS

O/ FINANCING
O AYAILABL E
PLUS INSTANT, REBA‘!&:

fll S!I.ECT anrﬁ; ZERO-TURNS 4

NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT o

5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich and
e I 607-334-4378 * www.norwichope.com =& BA00-12:0 on Saturday

8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday

Until You've Contacted Us!

We Offer Competitive Pricing
and Guarantee Satisfaction.

I'(ll BAB PACKAGE

24° X 32’ X 10°
POST FRAME
PACKAGE:

Call for >
current pricing <

* Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4’ O/C)

* 4,125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)

* 4,125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10" O/C)
* 2 x 8 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)

+ 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24” O/C) and Roof Purlins (24" 0/C)

+ 2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier

+1/4” MW | Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof
« Beige Evertast Il Traditional Steel Siding

« lvy Evertast Il Traditional Steel Roof

* One Bag of Concrete Mix Per Post Hole

« Two Clopay 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds
* One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door

+ 1 1/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels
+51n. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier
*31/2In. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board
* Galvanized Steel Framing Nails
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“We Make Your Day Beautiful” &
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 6 pm; Sun. 9 am - 5 pm ) /

2664 State Highway 7 ¢ Otego, NY f \J
{:,-, ‘/ - ”” i

607-267-1707
\i

H LOUNTAINTOP

dippEnterprises

2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY
(Located Between Rte. 8, Sidney and Bainbridge, NY)

607-967-4877 =afS:2)

www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com
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“We Gotcha Covered!”
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- Blacktop
- Stone & Qil
- Sealing

- Patching

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
(607) 432-8550
(607) 334-4849
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14’x32’ Classic Garage

511,250

Rent=To-Own

S 5 2083/1110. for 36 Inonlh;R
10’x14’ High Barn

Onlys3,7 5 0

Rent=-To-Own
S 17 36I/mo.f0r36 months
8’x10’ Cottage .« ™.
, Be A
Only 2,562 ,. __ H_T
OR & T T
Rent-To-Own g,
s I l 861/m0. for 36 months
doy S ERCINE) S iy and
— pricing, we
Y@de]f S GOV SHEDS

278 ATSWELL RD., RICHFIELD SPRINGS  315-858-0841

MON-FRI 8 AM - 4 PM ¢ SAT. BY APPOINTMENT ¢ CLOSED SUNDAY

*Based on generator and load size.

KEEP YOUR POWER
ON, EVEN WHEN THE
POWER'S OUT.

Whenever there’s an outage,
KOHLER®generators keep
your lights on, your fridge cold
and your house cozy. And
they can power your entire
home.” No matter the weather,
we’re with you.

From engines to generators,
we give the world power.

AUDLi0

— BROTHERS, LLC —

Plumbing ¢ Heating ¢ Air Conditioning

Commercial | Residential | Industrial
Custom Duct Fabrication

607-336-5572

6053 Co. Rd. 32, Norwich, NY 13815
www.avoliobrothers.com
brothers@centralny.twcbc.com
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Your Vision,
Our Craftsmanship!

From concept to completion, we bring your

dream space to life with:
® Expert in-house installation- no subcontractors
® Custom designs tailored to your style
® A fully stocked retail showroom for all
your tile & marble needs

Your locally owned and operated

Kitchen & Bath Design Center

5 Nappi Tile and Marble

houzz

Come in and visit us today!

NappiTileandMarble.com

10700 Rte. 23, Suite 2, Davenport Center
607-278-6411 * 1-866-882-2650

Now Selling
Cabinets

Let Our Designer Create A Cabinet Layout For You

-
N —

e CABINETS

* SINKS & FAUCETS

« COUNTERTOPS
* FLOORING

COUNTERFITTERS L1C

o.io-;:ol’ 2319 State Highway Route 20

Kitchen Dream Carlisle, NY
Shop! (518) 833-2740

Facebook @ WarrenCounterfitters  Counterfittersandmore @ gmail.com

SPRING HOME

Tips when
hiring a
contractor

Contractors perform important work for millions of homeowners every day.
Home improvement projects are complicated undertakings, and the
experience of skilled contractors can ensure jobs are completed on time and
within homeowners’ budgets.

Homeowners have undoubtedly heard horror stories from neighbors about
projects that have gone awry. Projects can go sideways for a number of
reasons, but a skilled contractor can help homeowners navigate such
situations successfully. That underscores how important it can be to find the
right professional for the job. The following are some tips homeowners can
consider as they look to hire a contractor.

* Identify which professional you need. Some contractors are of the jack-of-
all-trades variety, but many specialize in a particular line of work. It’s
important that homeowners identify which type of contractor they should
work with prior to starting a project. This requires homeowners to define the
goal of the project (i.e., new wood floor installation), which can serve as a
springboard into finding the right type of contractor.

* Prioritize building safety. Safety should be the utmost priority for
homeowners and contractors alike. Prior to hiring a contractor, homeowners
should identify any safety restrictions that might be enforced by local
governments and take note of all the permits necessary to get a job done.
Homeowners can then discuss those restrictions and permits as they interview
contractors. Projects that do not adhere to code are illegal and can
compromise homeowners’ ability to sell their homes in the future. So it’s
vital to work with contractors who are familiar with local codes and aware of

Do you need a home

HOMES AVAILABLE NOW!

Stop in and let one of our
knowledgeable salespeople help
you find your dream home.

Call for more information
315-858-2100

3787 US Hwy 20,

etter Richfeld Springs, NY 13439
Homes Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat.11-3; Closed Sun.

See our website for other
& Transport, Inc.  GREAT Homes on Display:
Your Affordable Housing Solution www.betterhomesandtransport.com
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which permits are necessary to ensure a project can go forward.

* Insist on written estimates. Handshake agreements offer no protection to
homeowners or contractors, so estimates indicating what will be done and
how much the project will cost should be provided. Homeowners should
insist on receiving written estimates and interpret an unwillingness to
provide one as a significant red flag.

* Know your rights. Laws vary by region, but in general homeowners have a
right to a written contract and contractors are obligated to provide a copy of
that contract signed by both parties. That contract must be provided prior to
the start of the project. The contract should provide a detailed account of the
work that will be done, as well as a timeline indicating important dates that
components of the project will begin and be completed. The contract also
should detail materials and who is providing them. Details regarding
payments, guarantees and warranties also should be cited.

* Do not pay in cash. Some contractors may suggest that the project will cost

less if they’re paid in cash. However, home improvements should never be
cash transactions. Cash does not indicate proof of payment, which can be
problematic if a dispute arises.

Contractors help homeowners turn dream projects into reality. Homeowners
can employ various strategies to ensure they find the right professional for
their home improvement project. TF245935

I MPROVEMENT R
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All types of
wallstone,
fieldstone,
patio stone &
boulders

Papasidero Stone Supply

5091 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY
516-410-1078

COMFORT®

Achieve a whole new degree of comfort with
LG Air Conditioning Technologies

» Personalized room-by-room control keeps everyone happy

- Control from anywhere via LG SmartThinQ" app on a smartphone
» Ducted and non-ducted systems offer broad design flexibility
- Industry-leading energy efficiency and superior heating

Discover why homeowners who choose LG Air
Conditioning Technologies enjoy greater comfort.

@ LG

Life's Good

©2023 LG Hectronics USA, Inc, Englewood Cliffs, NI All nghts reserved LG Lite's Good is a reqgistered trademark of LG Corporation

Contact your local LG representative
for more information:
607-336-5572

6053 Co. Rd. 32, Norwich, NY 13815 == BROTHERS, LLC —

brothers@centralny.twcbc.com

AUDLi0

Plumbing = Heating ¢ Air Conditioning
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OUR BEST IN THE
FIELD DEALS ARE
HERE

For a limited time, save big on the all-new 1100 and 2100 Series.
With a reliable diesel engine, our best-ever lift capacity, and intuitive
tech like Crank Assist, dual-pedal HST, and a handy companion app,
they're tougher and.smarter than anything else out there,

NORWICH
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich
607-334-4378 )
@ ZE www.norwichope.com == &8

8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

Did you know?

Certain home improvement projects are more complex
than others. Projects that involve working with gas lines
are among the most complicated and risky undertakings,
and even seasoned do-it-yourselfers are urged to leave
such tasks to certified professionals. According to Angi,
the average cost to move a gas line is between $15 and
$25 per linear foot, and homeowners can expect to pay
an additional $1 to $10 per linear foot for pipe materials.
A natural gas plumber can install, extend and repair
natural gas lines and ensure that the project is completed
safely, on time and within homeowners’ budgets. Angi
notes that the average cost to move a gasline is
between $250 and $750 for the whole project. However, if
a buried line must be excavated, that cost could run into
the thousands of dollars. SH222678

Did you know?

It’s no secret that a good-looking lawn can entice buyers
when selling a home, but homeowners may not realize
just how much they can benefit from even the smallest
investments of time and money in their home exteriors.
According to the Top Agent Insights Q2 2019 Report from
Homelight, low-cost outdoor home improvements to a
landscape provide sizable returns on investment. For
example, the report found that a $268 investment in a
lawn care service can lead to a $1,211 increase in home
value at resale. Similarly, $340 worth of fresh mulch can
increase home value at resale by $769. More than 85
percent of real estate professionals recommended other
small and simple projects, including removing dirt, grime
and cobwebs from a home entrance and trimming trees
and shrubs prior to putting a home on the market.
GT1224830

SUNAIR AWNINGS AND PERGOLAS OFFER ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES AND ARE

THE ULTIMATE PROTECTION FOR YOUR PATIO OR DECK.

MOTORIZED ADJUSTABLE PERGO AS RETRACTABLE PATIO AWNINGS

gl
Lq-ﬁﬁ“lﬁsl'ﬁ!

1"'

OPERATION
BBQ RELIEF

SUNAIR® OR

SUNTUBE® MODEL

LATERAL ARM
SUNAIR

With this coupon. Must submit at time of order. Not valid with
other offers or previous sales. Offer available on installed lateral
arm awnings only purchased at regular price. Expires 7-30-25.

Don’t be left out in the cold this winter. A Fireplace
Xtrordinair® or Lopi® hearth appliance can provide your
family with warmth & comfort even when the power
goes out! P.S. - You can even use your Lopi to cook
on! Now is the perfect time to invest in a beautiful
Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi®gas or wood heater.
Come see our vast selection of fireplaces, inserts and
stoves that can add the ambiance of fire to any home.
Talk to us about your creative vision of fire and let us
help you ignite the fire within.

FIREPLACE

116 Warn Pond Rd., Rie 12 South, Oxford

607-843-2000

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm;
Saturday 9 am-1 pm

www.countrysideoxford.com

ﬂ Follow us on Facebook for Recipes & Specials
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Proudly
Celebrating
36 Years in

Business

HOME & KITCHENS
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED IN OXFORD SINCE 1989

LOOKING FOR A NEW KITCHEN OR BATH...
COME TO THE #1 DESIGN CENTER IN CHENANGO COUNTY.

omeea

Cabinetry,

Our designers have over
50 years of combined experience.

BUDGET TO CUSTOM,
WE CAN HELP!
Call or stop in today
to start your dream kitchen or bath.
Flooring ® Windows
e Shower Doors
e Countertops-
Corian, Quartz, Granite & Laminate

NO INTEREST FINANCING

available to qualified buyers.
Stop in for details.

CABINETRY

wi

ffordable Fashion
CABINETRY"™

A WELLBORN FOSELT CO

CUBITAC

CABINETRY

BT LI

--.'ﬂ mmnannllinl_l |

AILI

* POLY DECKING

i L T pha | — T o7 =gty [ T

* DOCKS * CARPORTS * GARAGES °* UTILITY & AGRICULTURE BLDS.

116 WARN POND RD., OXFORD - CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 607-843-9834
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

YOUR COMPLETE

BIG/LITTLE
HOME CENTER

Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities
Omega Framed
Omega Full Access Frameless
WEF Cabinetry
WEF Capital
JSI Cabinetry
Cubitac Cabinetry
Avance Cabinetry
US Cabinet Framed
US Cabinet Frameless
Backwoods Amish Built RTA
Kitchen Kompact
Amerock Cabinet Hardware
Waurth Cabinet Hardware
Richeliu Cabinet Hardware
Rev-A-Shelf Cabinet Accessories

Outdoor Kitchens
Open Air Outdoor Cabinetry
Rock Run Aluminum Cabinetry

Countertops
WilsonArt Quartz
Silestone Quartz
Hanstone Quartz
Dekton
Sensa Granite
Coran Solid Surface, Quartz & Endura
Laminate - Custom & Postform
MSI Quartz

Vanity Tops
Quartz & Granite
Remee Cultured Marble, Granite, Quartz
Stone Central Granite or Silestone
Samuel Mueller Solid Surface
Swanstone Solid Surface

Ceramic Tile & Stone
Florida Tile - Wall, Floor, Backsplash
Merola Tile - Wall, Floor, Backsplash
Lungaro Backsplash & Specialty Tile
Earthen Treasure Granite, Marble, Stone Tile

Sheet & LVT Flooring
IVC Flexitec
Tarkett Fiberfloor
Floornation LVT Glue Down
Congoleum Triversa LVT Click
NextFloor StoneCast LVT Click
NextFloor Scratchmaster LVT Click
H*Flor Pikes Peak Click
H*Flor PRESTG Atrtistry Glue Down/Click
Trillium Cerameta LVT Glue Down
Generations Lineage LVT Glue Down

Flooring
BSL Hardwood
Elite Advantage Engineered Hardwood
Advanced Edge Sports Flooring

Carpet
NRF Select Carpet
Carpet Tile - Commercial & Residential
Indoor/Outdoor Carpet
Foss Carpet Tile
NEFS Carpet

Shower & Tub Walls
Samuel Mueller Solid Surface
Swanstone Solid Surface
Fibo Laminate
Wedi Tub & Shower Systems
Certified Wedi Pro Shower System Dealer

Shower Doors
Century Bathworks Shower Doors
Arizona Shower Door
Samuel Mueller Shower Doors

Samuel Mueller Bath Accessories
Grab Bars, Shelves, Towel Bars, Hooks,
Shower Niches/Storage Pods,
Shower Seats - Fixed & Stand Alone

Maidstone Claw Foot Tubs, Kitchen & Bath
Oak Pointe Stair & Railings Components
Wood, Metal, Cable

CycloVac Central Vacuum Cleaners

Railings & Porch Posts
Superior Plastics Vinyl
Superior Plastics Cable
Keylink Aluminum
Keylink Aluminum Cable
Eastern lllusions Vinyl Railings
Eastern Ornamental Aluminum
Evolve Solid Plastic Railings

Decking
Clubhouse Cellular PVC
MoistureShield Composite
Evolve Solid Plastic Lumber & T&G Decking
Renew Decking & Trim
Rhino Armadillo Decking
TruNorth Composite
Duxxbak Composite Decking
Aeratis Cellular PVC Porch Flooring
Siberian Larch Wood Decking
Western Larch Wood Decking
Lunawood Thermowood Decking
Tropical Hardwood Decking
Southern Yellow Pine Porch Flooring
Western Red Cedar Boards, Decking, Siding
Trimax Plastics Structural Plastic Lumber
ZipUP Underdeck Ceiling Panels

Fencing
Superior Plastics Vinyl
Keylink Aluminum
Masterlink Chain-link
Eastern lllusions Vinyl Fence
Eastern Ornamental Aluminum
Eastern Cedar
Siding
Royal Vinyl Siding
Foundry Vinyl Shakes & Siding
MidAmerica Shutters & Siding Accessories
Koma Cellular PVC Boards & Trim
Metal Sales Steel Roofing & Wall Panels

Awnings - Retractable, Window,

Door Pergolas, Sun Shades, Canopies
Aristocrat Awnings
Sunair Awnings
Agecraft Aluminum Awnings

Screen & 3 Season Rooms
Ballew’s Aluminum Screen Rooms
Ballew’s Alum. Carport & Patio Covers
Ballew’s Mobile Home Roof Overs
Ballew’s Aluminum & Vinyl 3 Season Rms
Aristocrat Aluminum & Vinyl 3 Season Rms

Outdoor Patio & Stone Veneers
Adorn Firepits, Planters & Pavers
Genstone Veneer Panels
Adorn Mortarless Stone Panels
Interceramic Ledger Stone
Slimstone Stone Veneer Sheets

Boat Docks
Tommy Docks & Accessories
Techstar Dock Floats
Dockmaster Boat Ramps
DockEdge Dock Components & Accessories
American Muscle Dock Components &
Accessories

Doors & Windows
NC Fiberglass & Steel Entrance Doors
Wood & Molded Prehung Interior Doors
Woodgrain Interior & Exterior Wood Doors
National Vinyl Sliding Doors
Larson Storm Doors
National Vinyl Replacement Windows
National Vinyl New Construction Windows

American Steel Carports, Garages, Ag Blds
Catskill Sheds & Garages
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Your Source for Steel,
Stainless, Aluminum & More

Structural Sheet & Plate  Concrete Reinforcing
Shapes &Bars ~ Products | Poducts |

Piles Additional Building
Decks & Grates Materlals

Drainage Snow Plow & Heavy
~ Products Equipment Wear Parts

800-238-7833 or 607- 674 6363
Fax: 607-674-9706

www.SteelSalesinc.com

cus tam

Fabrication
350 Ton Press High Definition

Brake

OMAX
Water Jet

Plate Roller

Plasma Table

Monarch Vertical
Milling Machine

Cincinnati
Hydraulic Shear
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Our Customers Are
Our First Priority

Our Pledge... Our Area of

Our Customers are our first priority. serVice- .
Reese-Marshall is here to serve you with your

heating and cooling needs. We Pledge to
constantly reaffirm this with our actions, which
we have built our reputation on.

Reese-Marshall Co. Inc.’s office and storage
facility is located on County Road 32, in
Norwich. Our service area extends to Norwich
and the following areas:

» Oxford - McDonough - Guilford - Preston
We Offer... - Mt. Upton - Gilbertsville - Morris
* Free estimates for all installations « South New Berlin - New Berlin - Edmeston
» Automatic delivery with a guarantee « South Edmeston - West Edmeston - Pittsfield

« 24-hour emergency service, 365 days a year * Sherburne - North Norwich - Earlville -
* A variety of budget and burner service plans Columbus Smyrna

. People who care about providing quahty » Otselic - South Otselic - Pitcher - Plymouth
service - Sidney - Bainbridge

« Hamilton - Madison - Morrisville - Brookfield

Quality Products...

Reese-Marshall Co. Inc. carries a full line of quality fuels including
B-10 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gasoline and Propane Gas.

Our Burner Service Department is fully equipped to
handle any repair or installation.

Safe Quallty Heatmg Systems
Theesr® Buderus Rinnai

Thinking of a new heating system?
Don’t hesitate to call for a free written estimate.

REESE-MARSHALL

\, We make wanm friends and leep you cool.

since 1942

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633

www.reesemarshall.com -[@mail: info@reesemarshall.com
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e New Construction

e Siding ® Roofing ® Additions

FREE ESTIMATES
Shem Peachey
315-983-2315

SPRING HOME

Design ideas
to give your
home a
farmhouse feel

Farmhouse style homes are having a moment. A 2020 survey from
Homes.com asked more than 5,000 adults across the United States about
their favorite house style from a list that included bohemian craftsman, mid-
century modern ranch, French chateau, and Tudor, among others. Modern
farmhouse was the runaway winner, as participants in 42 of the 50 states
indicated this simple, cozy style was their favorite.

Home renovation projects can help homeowners put their own unique stamp
on their homes, and such projects can be both aesthetic and functional in
nature. The following are some farmhouse design elements homeowners can
consider as they look to transform their home interiors with this popular style
in mind.

* Exposed beams: Exposed beams instantly evoke images of a farmhouse.
The home improvement experts at BobVila.com note that this rustic
renovation project can utilize real wood or faux beams that look like the real
thing. Decorative beams that have nothing to do with a home’s structural
integrity can be installed by skilled do-it-yourselfers. However, even faux
beams are heavy, and BobVila.com recommends homeowners have an
engineer assess their existing structure prior to installation.

* Distressed wood finishes: Distressing is designed to make something look
less than perfect. Distressed wood finishes can be found throughout many
farmhouse style homes. Furniture and picture frames can provide the
distressed look farmhouse fans are looking for. This is a relatively
inexpensive project that many homeowners can tackle on their own after
watching some online tutorials that recommend the right tools and

Excavating &
Bulldozing

Driveways &
Foundations

Gravel/Stone Hauled

Septics Dug
-Pumped & Repaired

60743473556 Pondsdug
. 10,12 & 15 Yard
RANDY & BRENDAS "2 8% 1ar

Septic Puming and
Septic Installation

Servicing Otsego
County and the
surrounding areas.

www.randyandbrendas.com

For ALL Your

— SPRING CLEANING - DEMOLITION
— SCRAP METAL

Randy & Brenda's
607*434*3556

_ Give us a call
and get your
dumpster
today!
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techniques to get the job done right.

» Kitchen sink: Many components combine to create a truly classic
farmhouse kitchen. But perhaps no component is more essential than the
classic farmhouse sink. The renovation experts at HGTV note that a classic
farmhouse sink features a deep, wide basin. Farmhouse sinks are large
enough to handle all the dishes that come after a big family meal. Old-
fashioned porcelain sinks are worth consideration by homeowners who want
their kitchen sinks to evoke a traditional farmhouse feel.

* Countertops: HGTV recommends butcher block countertops for
homeowners who favor European farmhouse style. Homeowners overhauling
their kitchens to create a farmhouse feel should consider installing a large
island with a walnut butcher block countertop for an authentic farmhouse
feel.

Farmhouse style homes are wildly popular. Some simple renovations can
help homeowners with a fondness for farmhouse style bring this classic look
into their homes. FH218159

5 Common Insurance Hazards to Prepare for This Spring
From Rainstorms to Potholes, These Tips Can Help to Prepare You Against Common Springtime
Insurance Claims

For many people, the season of spring is eagerly welcomed after a long and cold winter. However, as many seasoned homeowners are
aware, along with warmer temperatures and bright sunny days, spring can also bring its own set of issues. Continue reading to learn more
about what insurance hazards are most common during the spring, and how to best prepare for them!

1. Flooding: April showers may bring May flowers but they can also lead to major issues in and out of flood zones. It's important to note
that there is a difference between flood damage and water damage. While flood damage is typically caused by rainwater or overflowing
bodies of water, actual water damage is more often caused by roof leaks, broken pipes and other home maintenance related issues.

If you live in a residential flood zone, there is a good chance your mortgage company required you to purchase flood insurance while
applying for the loan. In most cases, regular homeowner insurance will not cover damage caused by flooding.

While flood damage is not 100% preventable, there are a few things you can do to lessen the likelihood of your home flooding.
« Install foundation vents or a sump pump

« Apply extra coatings of sealant to your foundation, walls, windows and doorways

« Grade your lawn away from your house

+ Point downspouts away from your home

2. Fallen Trees; High winds and lightning storms have the potential to cause some real damage to your home and property. According to
a study conducted by Kent State University, there were nearly 400 deaths due to tree related incidents from 1995 - 2007. This is not
including the non-death related falling-tree incidents. It's important to make sure your home and vehicles are both insured properly so that
you will be covered in the event that a tree or tree branch were to fall on them. While we can’t control the weather, there are a few things
you can do to help the trees on your property better withstand these natural events.

+ Remove dead or partially attached branches that are hung high enough to potentially fall and cause damage or injury

+ Remove cracked stems and forked branches

+ Remove trees with hollow or decayed areas on the trunk or main limbs

+ Remove trees that have mold or mushrooms growing from the bark as it could indicate a decaying or weakened internal structure

+ Remove trees with heaving soil at the tree base as this can indicate an unsecure root system

3. Potholes: As spring approaches, it is not uncommon to see more potholes in the road. Unfortunately, these can ruin a vehicle’s tires
and even damage the wheel or frame of a vehicle if hit hard enough. Collision coverage will often cover pothole damage although it is best
to consult your insurance agent about what your individual policy covers. It's important to keep an eye out for potholes and avoid them
whenever possible. If you must drive over them, do so slowly and carefully to avoid damage to your vehicle. You might even consider
reporting the pothole to your area’s Department of Transportation for repair.

4. Hail Damage: Along with thunder and lightning can come some pretty severe hail storms. These balls of ice can hit roofs, siding, and
unprotected vehicles hard enough to create cracks, dents, and even break glass! Oftentimes damage caused by hail is covered under
your homeowners policy, however it is always best to check with your agent when you have questions about coverage. Those who carry
auto insurance should review their policies as well to be sure that they are covered for hail damage should it occur.

To protect your home and vehicle from hail damage, you can do the following:

Vehicles:

« Store vehicles inside a garage or under a carport whenever possible
« Alternatively, use a protective covering when a storm is approaching
« Find temporary shelter for your vehicle before a storm

Home and Property:

« Carry out routine inspections to ensure your roof is in good shape
* Protect your windows with functional shutters

+ Shelter your landscape and gardens with makeshift canopies

5. Driveway Cracks: Drastic weather and temperature changes can often cause driveway surfaces to move and crack. You'll want to
review your home insurance policy to see if you are covered for this type of loss. It's important to address these cracks as soon as
possible to prevent trip hazards as well as to take preventative measures against further damage. Depending on the type of driveway you
have, you can help prevent cracking and safety hazards by doing the following:

* Apply an extra layer of sealant to an existing driveway

« Lift, level and reseal existing cracks and heaving

+ Avoid leaving chemical leaks, excess dirt and other materials to sit on your concrete or asphalt driveway for long periods of time as they
are porous and can weaken your driveway

Now that you are ready to tackle and evade these five insurance hazards, you might be interested in learning what else you can do to

prepare your home for spring.

INSURANCE
www.nycm.com

BUILDING YOUR DREAM HOME
JUST GOT MORE AFFORDABLE

Start Your Build. Just Pay Interest.

Make interest-only payments as stages of your home are being completed, plus you can manage your loan online
for faster funding and real-time updates. Now, let’s start building together!

Construction loans made easy.

i

It starts here

Scan to see how NBT Bank can get you moving!

Get started today at www.nbtbank.com/construction

Member FDIC LENDER




12 Spring Home Improvement/ March 13, 2025

YOU FOR A FREE QUO

New York Central Mutual Fire Insurance Company | 1899 Central Plaza East Edmeston, New York 13335-1899 | (800) 234-6926 | nyem.com




