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Call Today 800-723-2583
Sign up online

www.blueoxenergy.com

The kitchen is a busy room in many homes. That popularity likely has 
something to do with why so many homeowners spend sizable sums 
renovating their kitchens. According to highlights from the 2022 U.S. Houzz 

Kitchen Trends Study, the median spend on 
major kitchen remodels grew by 14 percent 
from the previous year, and minor remodels 
increased by 25 percent. Spurred on by 
increased time spent at home during the 
pandemic, the main impetus for kitchen 
remodels according to the study was that 
homeowners wanted to make these 
improvements all along and finally had the 
time and means to do so.
There are many aspects of a kitchen that 
homeowners can change. Houzz found 94 
percent of renovators either fully or partially 
replaced cabinets in their improvement plans. 
Cabinets are a major component of kitchen 

layouts. Cabinets help to establish the aesthetic of a kitchen and serve a 
useful function, providing necessary storage space to ensure the room does 
not appear cluttered.
Homeowners have different options when it comes to cabinet renovations, 
and they may need to decide if they need to replace or reface their cabinets.

Replacement
Cabinet replacement involves removing all of the existing cabinets before 
new cabinets are leveled and installed. According to the home improvement 

Kitchen 
cabinets:
reface or replace?

Homeowners 
have different 
options when it 
comes to 
cabinet 
renovations, and 
they may need 
to decide if they 
need to replace 
or reface their 
cabinets.
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Rinker Agency LLC
607-639-1930
191 Main St. PO Box 23, Afton, NY
roxannalrinker@yahoo.com

Priceless Peace of  Mind.
Low Monthly Premiums.

Trusted Insurance
Solutions to Safeguard
Your Family, Property
& Future

• Life Insurance
• Business Insurance
• Homeowners
• Renters
• Automotive
• Motorcycle
• Marine Ask about our affordable umbrella policies!

Call today for a comprehensive consultation and 
rate quote. We have the knowledge, experience and 
network to ensure you receive the best coverage for 
your needs at the best possible price.

C.V. Electric Supply

12 Park Street, Norwich •  607-334-3292 • Fax 607-336-8324

Matt & David Ring
Over 46 Years In Business

We Have 
The Missing Piece 

To Your Oldest Part

Fluorescent Bulbs, LED Bulbs
Circuit Breakers- Federal Pacific, 

Pushmatic ITE,  D  XO’s, 
Zinsco/Sylvania, Wadsworth, 
100–200 Amp Pole Services

Lamp Repair 
Cord Replacement on Tools

ALL YOUR WINTER SURVIVAL 
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF!

If we don’t have it and you need it, we’ll get it!

             CALL US!

CANAL STREET 
HARDWARE & SUPPLY

WE MAKE 
HYDRAULIC 

HOSE 
ON-SITE!

We carry

FEED

• We Fill Propane Tanks

• Interior & Exterior
Valspar Paints,

Cabot Stains & Supplies

• Snow Shovels • Rock Salt • Dry Shod Boots
• Insulated Boots • Gloves • Wild Bird Seed and Suet
• Wood Pellets & Rice Coal • PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

Canal Street  Hardware 
and Supply LLC.

3 South Canal Street, Oxford • 607-843-6929
Expanded Hours: 7 am-6 pm M-F, 7 am-4 pm Sat. & Sun.

resource The Spruce, homeowners can expect to pay between $13,000 and 
$30,000 for contractor grade cabinets. Cabinet replacement is a good idea 
when homeowners want to add more cabinet space or create a new layout in 
the room.

Refacing
Cabinet refacing is less messy and less disruptive than replacement. All 
cabinets remain the same size and in the same location. The cabinet boxes 
must be in good shape to facilitate a refacing. The process involves 
installation of new drawer fronts and cabinet doors, as well as veneering of 
the cabinet boxes. New hardware typically is installed as well. The insides of 
the cabinets typically remain the same. The Spruce says cabinet refacing can 
be 30 to 50 percent cheaper than a replacement.
Most people call in professionals to change their cabinets. Cabinet 
replacement can be a do-it-yourself job, but it involves measuring and 
ensuring everything fits and is leveled appropriately. Homeowners who 
choose to reface their cabinets themselves may opt to paint or restain. Wood 
veneer or a new door and drawer panel installation can be complicated and is 
best left to qualified contractors.  FH238160
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If Pop
Can’t Fix It 

No One
Can!

• 40 Years of 
Experience 

• Fully Insured

HOME REPAIRS
HANDYMAN SERVICE

One Stop Shopping, 
WE DO IT ALL–BIG OR SMALL

       Gregory “Pop” Huzinec, Sr.
Office: 607-373-3723 l Cell: 607-888-0076

Complete plumbing service, flooring, 
lights, fans, locks, windows, 
complete tile service, painting, 
carpentry, sheet rock repair, doors, 
bathroom kitchen repairs, trim. 

GLASS & MIRROR

• TABLE TOPS
• PLEXIGLASS
• TEMPERED SAFETY
   GLASS
• LAMINATED SAFETY
   GLASS
• INSULATED GLASS
• SCREEN & WINDOW
   REPAIRS
• SHOWER DOORS

Glin Tatum
glintatum@aol.com
607-624-0615
3498 State Hwy. 12
Oxford, NY
13830

Hours: Wed. - Sat. 
10 to 5

Homes are often characterized as sanctuaries for their residents. A calm place 
to come home to after a busy day at work or school is often just what people 
need to unwind.
Certain design components can help individuals turn their homes into 
relaxing respites from the daily grind. With that goal in mind, individuals can 
consider these ideas to create a peaceful feel inside their homes.

• Paint with neutral colors.
Wall colors can define the mood in a given room, and neutral colors have 
long been linked to a calming effect. Subtle shades like beige, taupe and light 
gray are known to create a relaxed vibe in a room, so these colors can be a 
go-to choice. Some people consider neutral colors a tad boring, so 
individuals concerned by that impression can limit neutral colors to rooms 
designated as sanctuaries, like a reading room, a spa bathroom or a bedroom.

• Employ natural light.
Natural light also can help to establish a serene setting at home. Large 
windows that let daylight in can improve anyone’s mood. A 2022 study from 
researchers at the University of Chile in Santiago found that the more natural 
light that entered a home, the happier people said they felt. Study authors 
even noted that the largest uptick in well-being was found among participants 
who lived in homes in which windows covered at least 40 percent of the 
dwelling’s wall space. Opening blinds or curtains and, if possible, installing 

Design ideas 
that can 
create a 
peaceful feel1-800-723-9092

315-691-4900
Donʼt be fooled by the Name.
Weʼre the Best in the Game! 
www.citiscapellc.com
Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

 
• Land Clearing
 to Pond Building 
• Patios to Retaining Walls
  and Everything in Between

• Block Work to Framing
• Sheet Rock to Electric
• Kitchens to Bathrooms 
• Post Beam to Custom Wood Work 

Kirk Gardner
607-349-0831

Superior Heating &
Air Duct Cleaning
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STORE IT
WITH STYLE

Delivery & On-Site Building Service Available

For details and a free quote please contact us today.

Yoder’s Quality Sheds
278 Atswell Road, Richfield Springs

315-858-0841

12’x20’ High Barn

$5,466 or Rent-To-Own for
$253.06/mo for 36 mos.

We build durable custom wood sheds in a variety of sizes, shapes 
and styles to fit your needs and match your home!

• Pressure Treated
Skids & Joists

• 3/4” Tongue & Groove Flooring
• Shingle or Metal Roofing

FREE 40 MILE 
DELIVERY 

from Richfield 
Springs

Located at 89 Main Street, Sidney NY 13838

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 6 pm; Sat. 9 am - 12 pm; Closed Sunday

Residential 
and commercial 

carpet, luxury 
vinyl, ceramic tile, 

& remnants.

Carpet and Vinyl Remnants 
available at Discounted Prices

Showplace Cabinetry
KITCHEN CABINETS:

Top Load

WASHER
#TR3003WN

$1129
ELECTRIC 

DRYER
#DR3003WE

$1129
--- 3 year warranty ---

FREE

In-Home Measuring!

VEP/WALDRON’S
Serving Delaware, 
Southern Chenango 
and Otsego Counties

• Huge Selection of Quality Flooring

Wall  to  Wall
WE’VE  GOT

YOU  COVERED!
• Financing Available

larger windows in a home can help to establish the relaxing, happy vibe 
individuals are aiming for.

• Utilize plants to set a peaceful tone.
The United Kingdom-based Royal Horticultural Society notes that research 
has found that indoor plants can benefit psychological well-being. The RHS 
notes that improved mood and reduced stress levels are two benefits that 
indoor plants can provide. A good mood and less stress can help individuals 
establish the peaceful feel they’re aiming for at home. 

• Keep devices out of bedrooms.
Watching television while lying in bed, scanning a smartphone before 
turning off a nightstand light and retiring for the night, or reading an e-
reader instead of a print book at night can transform a bedroom from a 
serene setting into one that’s overrun with stimuli. According to the Sleep 
Foundation, technology stimulates the mind, which can make it harder to 
fall asleep. In addition, blue light emitted by devices disrupts the natural 
production of melatonin, a hormone that makes it easier to fall asleep. That 
can negate any efforts individuals have undertaken to make their bedrooms 
as peaceful as possible. Designate bedrooms in the house as technology-free 
zones to ensure the peaceful vibe continues uninterrupted until everyone 
goes to bed.
A peaceful home makes for the perfect respite at the end of a busy day. 
Various design choices can help individuals establish a serene vibe 
throughout their homes.  HI23B442
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ASPHALT PAVING

607- 336-1400

Residential • Commercial
Driveways • Parking Lots  

New Work • Repairs • Seal Coating
Concrete Sidewalks

CLIP ‘N SAVE!

CLIP ‘N SAVE!

Yacano’sYacano’s
PAVING

Driveway
& Parking Lot 

Sealing
Book Now 
For 2024!
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Granite, Quartz, Marble, Soapstone, 
Quartzite, Dekton and so much more!

6473 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
barnesbluestone15@yahoo.com

www.barnesbluestone.com

Todd Barnes
 607-336-5587 • 607-336-1150

Small town business, big time results!

Office
Hours:

Monday through 
Friday 8am to

4:30 pm

COUNTERTOPS

An owner’s suite is a sanctuary for homeowners. It’s a place where adults 
can retreat, relax and unwind after a busy day. It’s expected that a bed and 
some other furniture will take up residence in a standard bedroom, but 
certain elements can help homeowners create stunning spaces. 
While the largest bedroom in the home typically is dubbed the “owner’s 
suite,” it cannot be classified as a suite unless there is an adjoining 
bathroom. An owner’s suite also may have many more unique features that 
individuals may want to incorporate into a remodel. Here are some ideas to 
consider.

Upgraded closet
Those who will be overhauling the walls and layout of the bedroom can 
configure the space to make room for a serious closet overhaul. A spacious, 
walk-in closet that has built-in shelves, drawers and rods can improve the 
functionality of the bedroom. Draw dividers and other components also can 
optimize space. 

Sitting area
In large suites, homeowners may have the potential to set up a sitting area in 
one portion of the room away from the bed. This area can have a sofa, 
chairs, chaise, or other furniture and make for an ideal spot to read and 
lounge. Some people also enjoy having a television adjacent to the sitting 
area so they can watch a show in the privacy of the bedroom.

Owner’s suite 
renovation 
ideas for 
luxury spaces
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Designing a new kitchen or bath 
is easy when you let us help you!

•  STAIRCASES  •  RAILING SYSTEMS  •  WINDOWS  • DOORS – FINISHED or UNFINISHED

The Ultimate in Quality 
Craftsmanship and Materials
Stop in and see how beautiful they are.

Over
60 Years
Of Design & 

Construction 
Experience

Beautiful...
Cabinetry

• by RCW, Decora & Wolf
   • Custom, Semi-Custom, Stock 

   and More!

Countertops
   • Granite • Quartz • Corian
   • Laminate • Porcelain • Solid Wood

Fireplace
Fireplaces add a unique ambiance to bedrooms and make for cozy spaces in 
which to cuddle up. While a traditional, roaring wood fire is one option, there 
is much less mess and fuss with a gas fireplace. Some gas fireplaces may not 
even have to be vented, and they can be turned on with the flip of a switch.

Private patio or balcony
Owners who want to go the extra mile in owner’s suite renovations can 
incorporate outdoor spaces into the plans. Many homes are now being built 
with owner’s suites on the first floor, facilitating the possibility of aging in 
place at home. With this layout, the bedroom can be opened up to the 
outdoors by way of a sliding door or French doors. Decking or a patio can be 
outside of the room, or even a covered space similar to a Florida room. Those 
with second-floor suites may want to consider a small deck or balcony where 
bistro seating can be placed.

Luxury bath
Owners can turn the en suite bathroom into something out of a spa. A steam 
shower; heated floors; separate area for the toilet, closed off from the rest of 
the bathroom; and dual vanities and sinks can make this a place that screams 
luxury and comfort. Do not forget dimmer switches for lighting, and even the 
inclusion of some new aromatherapy technology for increasing the potential 
for relaxation.
Many different features can improve the functionality and luxury of an 
owner’s suite.  HI23B435

SPECIALIZING IN:

• Pre-cast Septic Tanks
  and Landscape Blocks
• Ready-mix Concrete
• Washed Sand and Gravel

Family Owned 
And Operated

6543 Middleport Rd., Hamilton, NY 13346

315-824-2700
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Homes require an investment of time, energy and money. The payoff of those 
investments is substantial, and the benefits of home ownership are more 
profound than even longtime homeowners may recognize.
A 2016 report from the National Association of Realtors indicated that home 
ownership boosts kids’ performance in the classroom, leads to greater 
participation in civic and volunteer activities and improves health care 
outcomes, among other benefits. With so much to gain from home 
ownership, it’s no wonder so many people across the globe are willing to 
commit the time, energy and financial resources necessary to own their own 
homes.
Homes are undoubtedly a point of pride for millions of homeowners, and that 
sense of fulfillment is even greater when interiors are up-to-date and 
welcoming. Home trends come and go, and busy homeowners can be 
forgiven if they’re not able to keep up with the latest interior design styles. 
That’s the job of a skilled interior designer. Working with such professionals 
when redoing a home’s interior can make all the difference and increase the 
already profound sense of pride many homeowners have in their homes.
• Interior designers can help narrow down the possibilities. A simple internet 
search prior to beginning a home renovation project will turn up millions of 
results. That can leave homeowners’ heads spinning as they try to identify 
their own style and plan a project that coordinates with their preferences. 
Experienced interior designers can help homeowners identify their style and 
offer practical insight as they work with clients to choose elements to 
incorporate into spaces they aspire to renovate. 
• Interior designers can ensure a room doesn’t stick out like a sore thumb. 
Just because a design looks good on the internet does not mean it will work 
well in every home, particularly if only one room is being renovated. Interior 

The benefits of 
working with an 
interior designer

designers recognize that and can steer homeowners in the direction of designs 
that will fit the larger theme of the home while still offering a fresh look and 
feel.
• Interior designers can save homeowners money and headaches. Renovation 
projects can be pricey, and that price tag only goes up when mistakes are 
made. Interior designers advise clients on furnishings and other design 
components, and that advice can save homeowners money in the long run. 
Furnishings may be returnable, but such returns typically come with sizable 
fees. By directing clients toward furnishings and other components that fit the 
overall design scheme, interior designers are saving homeowners the cost and 
headaches associated with fixable yet expensive mistakes.
• Interior designs are up-to-date on the latest trends. Real estate and design 
trends come and go, and dated designs can adversely affect what homeowners 
recoup at resale. Homeowners who want to update their home interiors with 
the ultimate goal of selling their homes can work with experienced interior 
designers who know which trends are in and which are out. That knowledge 
can make it easier and more lucrative to sell a home.
Homes are a significant investment, and investing in the services of an 
experienced interior designer can ensure homeowners maximize the value of 
their homes.  HI23B444

2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY
(Located Between Rte. 8, Sidney and Bainbridge, NY)
607-967-4877
www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com

Don’t Buy a Pole Barn Package
Until You’ve Contacted Us!
We Offer Competitive Pricing 
and Guarantee Satisfaction.

• MATERIAL PACKAGE
• Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4’ O/C)

• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)

• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10’ O/C)

• 2 x 8 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)

• 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24” O/C) and Roof Purlins (24” 0/C)

• 2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier

• 1/4’’ M W I Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof

• Beige Evertast II Traditional Steel Siding

• Ivy Evertast II Traditional Steel Roof

• One Bag of Concrete Mix Per Post Hole

• DOORS & WINDOWS
• Two Clopay 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds

• One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door

• 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT
• FASTENERS

• 1 1/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels

• 5 ln. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier

• 3 1/2 ln. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board

• Galvanized Steel Framing Nails

• DETAILED BUILDING PLANS

Designed  to meet 
Your Needs

24’ X 32’ X 10’
POST FRAME 
PACKAGE:

Call for 
current pricing

SHEDS 
AVAILABLE 

NOW!

Call 
Today 

for Your 
FREE
Quote!
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Visit Us At www.americanhomesny.com

The American Dream Built Here

Richfield Springs • 315-858-1600

Modular 
Capes
and

2 Stories
On Display

Largest
Selection 

In The
Northeast

SAVE 
$10,000

SAVE 
$10,000

SAVE 
$10,000

SAVE 
$7,000

SAVE 
$11,000

SAVE 
$4,000

SAVE 
$5,000

SAVE 
$50,000

Nebraska

Indiana

New Jersey New Mexico

Ohio West Virginia

New York

Georgia
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Commercial | Residential | Industrial
Custom Duct Fabrication

607-336-5572
6053 Co. Rd. 32, Norwich, NY 13815
www.avoliobrothers.com
brothers@centralny.twcbc.com

KEEP YOUR POWER 
ON, EVEN WHEN THE 
POWER’S OUT.
Whenever there’s an outage, 

KOHLER® generators keep 

your lights on, your fridge cold 

and your house cozy.  And 

they can power your entire 

home.* No matter the weather, 

we’re with you.

From engines to generators, 
we give the world power.

NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com

8:00–5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

$500 OFF!$500 OFF!
2023 MODELS2023 MODELS

A kitchen is often the most utilized room in a house. Meals may be prepared, 
cooked and often eaten in kitchens, and the room is often utilized as a 
homework spot or a makeshift place to pay bills and stay on top of household 
needs. By enhancing the organization and functionality of the kitchen, 
homeowners can enjoy these popular spaces even more.
Homeowners have increased their spending on home improvements in recent 
years. According to the Joint Center for Housing Centers for Harvard 
University, project spending rose to $472 billion in 2022 from $328 billion in 
2019. It’s estimated consumers will have spent $485 billion by the end of 
2023. Kitchen renovations were the most popular upgrade and accounted for 
the highest budgets in 2021, according to Houzz. When the time comes to 
renovate a kitchen, homeowners can take steps to make these spaces more 
organized and therefore functional. Here are eight tips to creating a more 
functional kitchen. 
1. Increase storage, and then invest in more. Make the most of corner cabinets 
and other potential dead spots in a kitchen. Various products can be used to 
organize awkwardly angled or shaped areas. Kitchen designers also can work 
with you to reconfigure cabinets and kitchen layouts.
2. Organize utensils and dishes around the sink/dishwasher. Rather than 
traversing the kitchen to put clean dishes away, make loading and unloading 
the dishwasher that much easier by locating commonly used items next to and 
above it. Similarly, place frequently used saucepans, baking dishes and other 
items near the oven or food preparation area.

8 steps to a 
more functional 
kitchen
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We offer: B10 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gas and Propane

Boilers

with

and
Furnaces

Call today to schedule your 
cleaning for optimal performance 

this heating season. 

6254 County Road 32,
Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633
www.reesemarshall.com
email: info@reesemarshall.com

Oil and Gas
Mobile Home Furnaces

Air Conditioning
Air Handlers & Boilers

NORWICH
OUTDOOR POWER 

EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich
607-334-4378 • www.norwichope.com
8:00–5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

3. Utilize drawer and cabinet organizers. Make a place for everything in the 
kitchen. Take out all items and see what you need and use all the time. Then 
coordinate storage around those items so everything fits perfectly. Pull-out 
shelves and Lazy Susans also can facilitate access.
4. Add shelves to cabinets. If you can afford to have a custom-built kitchen, 
by all means design cabinets according to preference. If you’re using standard 
cabinets, you may have to reconfigure shelves and spacing to fit the items you 
have. This also will help you maximize cabinet space.
5. Organize the garbage. Have a pull-out drawer or cabinet to store trash bins. 
Separate compost, trash and recycling needs.
6. Create continuity in the room. Many open concept homes will have 
kitchens open up to another room in the home. Mirror the design scheme 
from elsewhere in the house, and make sure that the flow between spaces is 
not obstructed.
7. Create a beverage station. A beverage station can minimize the time needed 
to make a cup of tea or coffee or for the kids to grab juice or chocolate milk. 
8. Have a workspace in the kitchen. Whether paying bills, making a grocery 
list or leaving notes for the family, a dedicated workspace can add more 
function to the room. Be sure there is task lighting nearby and ample 
overhead lighting to ensure that all kitchen needs are illuminated properly.
A more functional kitchen can make this already popular space even more so.  
HI23B447



Consumer efforts to be more eco-conscious are 
more and more noticeable. For proof of that, 
one need look no further than the increase in 
vehicle charging stations. Such stations are 
more accessible than ever and illustrate that 
consumer preference is increasingly leaning 
toward products that leave as small a carbon 
footprint as possible.
Another indicator of a growing interest in eco-
friendly products is the popularity in energy-

The benefits of energy-
efficient homes

efficient homes. In fact, a recent survey from 
the National Association of Home Builders 
found that energy-efficient features are among 
the most sought-after “must-haves” among 
homebuyers. Among those surveyed, 83 
percent desired Energy Star-rated windows, 81 
percent wanted Energy Star-rated appliances 
and 80 percent preferred energy-efficient 
lighting. 
Though eco-conscious sensibilities compel 

millions of homeowners to make their homes 
more energy-efficient, that’s not the only 
reason to upgrade your home. The following 
are a handful of the many benefits of energy-
efficient homes.

• Save money: Inflation was one of the biggest 
stories of 2022, as the cost of living rose 
dramatically in the wake of world events. 
According to data from the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, inflation led to an overall 6.5 
percent increase in prices. But that increase was 
dwarfed by the cost of electricity, which 
increased by 14.3 percent in 2022. Energy-
efficient appliances can help homeowners 
overcome that spike, as the U.S. Department of 
Energy indicates upgrading to such products 
can help homeowners reduce their energy costs 
by as much as 30 percent.

• Improve resale value: As the NAHB survey 
indicates, modern homebuyers want energy-
efficient homes. They’re also willing to pay 
more for such homes. Research from the 
mortgage lender Freddie Mac found that homes 
with energy-efficient ratings sold for nearly 3 
percent more on average than homes without 
such ratings.

• Live healthier: The benefits of energy-
efficient homes aren’t just economic, though 
health-related benefits certainly produce an 
economic incentive as well. According to the 
American Council for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy, insulation and air sealing protect 
individuals from heat waves and other ripple 
effects of climate change. The ACEEE notes 
that weatherization can improve indoor air 
quality and comfort, a notable benefit for 
asthma sufferers and seniors. In fact, the 
ACEEE estimates that integrating energy 
efficiency programs in homes could reduce 
seniors’ risk for falls in their homes, potentially 
saving $2 billion in fall-related health care 
costs over the next decade, and improve asthma 
outcomes, which could reduce health care costs 
by as much as half a billion dollars.
Energy-efficient products and practices pay 
numerous dividends, making them a worthy 
expenditure for any homeowners looking to 
upgrade their homes.  TF235945

12 Fall Home Improvement 3 / Novermber 14, 2023



Fall Home Improvement 3 / November 14, 2023 13

SALES SERVICE

PARTS RENTALS

ChenangoSales.com
976 State Hwy. 12

Greene, NY
607-656-8219

OVERHEAD
DOOR CO.
1-800-255-7750

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

GARAGE DOORS 
& OPENERS

SALES • SERVICE

TRADE MARK

SINCE   1921the original

Who doesn’t have a space at home that serves as a catch-all for items that 
seemingly have no other home? For many, this storage wasteland where items 
go to be forgotten tends to be the garage. Before long, clutter can overwhelm 
the space and create an eyesore. Garage clutter also makes the space less 
functional by making it harder to park a vehicle or store equipment.
Organizing a garage takes work, but the end result can improve the 
appearance, free up space, make work more efficient, and make it easier to 
find and use tools more readily. Here are some ways to get started on 
organizing your garage.

Start with cleaning and culling
One of the first steps when organizing a garage is to thoroughly analyze what 
is needed and what can be removed from the garage. If items belong 
elsewhere, such as in a shed or the basement, move these items first. Discard 
damaged or broken items. Next, move on to tools or gear that hasn’t been 
used in some time. Will you use it again? If the item has been collecting dust 
for years, you likely already know the answer to that question.
Pile all items in the driveway so you have a clean slate with which to start. 
Measure the room to figure out the dimensions so you’ll know how much 
wall space is available for storage. 

Free up floor space
The ultimate goal of a garage storage renovation is to make floor space 
available, according to Stacey Schweiger of Sunshine Organizing. Lifting 
items off the floor makes access easier, and protects items should there be a 
flood or leaks.
A combination of wall shelves, overhead shelves, cabinets, and wall hooks 
can help homeowners create more floor area. Organization becomes easier 
when everything has a designated space where it can be easily returned to.

Consider weight
When investing in shelving and racks, remember that many of the items 
stored in garages tend to be heavy. It’s important to ensure that shelves and 
hooks are heavy-duty and able to withstand the weight of pressure put on 
them. Verify the maximum weight so that racks will not buckle or tip over 
and cause issues.

Utilize overhead space
Overhead storage can be reserved for items that aren’t used frequently, such 
as seasonal decorations or luggage. 

Out of sight
Some items should be stored out of sight and beyond the reach of children 
and pets. Cabinets and containers can be used and locked to secure materials, 
such as fertilizers, paints, solvents, and other chemicals.

Additional ideas
Magnets, pegboards, organization bins and systems, and similar products can 
be used to corral small or errant items like hand tools, fasteners and more.
Garage organization will take some planning and time, but the end result can 
be well worth the effort.  TF23C524

Garage storage 
solutions
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Bainbridge, NY
www.kauffmanbuilding.com

607-563-1024

We have the solution to all 
your storage needs.

Call today for a shed quote!

DIRECTLY AT EXIT 3 OFF INTERSTATE 88
2 NY STATE ROUTE 369 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13904

www.ashleytrailers.com
(607) 722-1622

100OVER 100 TRAILERS 
IN STOCK

Enclosed Cargo • Utility • Dumps
Landscape • Equipment

AUTHORIZED
Pace American • Sure-Trac • PJ Trailers

Plumbing & Heating Specialists
Gilbert Plumbing and Heating 
has been providing quality 
plumbing and heating 
services for over 30 years.

We offer full heating 
equipment service 

including new 
installations, repairs and 

service contracts. 
We provide commercial 
and residential services 
for any heating or 
plumbing system 
installation and repairs.

Contact us for details 
or for an estimate.

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776 607-783-2289

www.gilbertph.com

Gilbert Plumbing and 
Heating...Quality without 

Compromise!

Spray foam insulation is one of the best solutions for homeowners who are 
serious about optimizing home performance; but, insulating the whole 
house may not be feasible or within the homeowner’s budget.
Don’t rule out the spray foam option just yet.
By concentrating on certain areas of the home that are most susceptible to 
energy loss or inconsistent temperatures, homeowners can maximize their 
budget and minimize energy costs. Spray foam insulation manufacturer, 

Icynene (www.icynene.com), guides home improvers to immediate energy 
savings -- and comfort -- with these rewarding insulation upgrades:
Attics: If your energy costs are “through the roof,” consider insulating 
your attic with a two-in-one spray foam insulation and air barrier. 
Insulating and air-sealing the attic floor is likely your best option for 
increasing energy efficiency and getting the best return on your insulation 
investment.
To improve home performance and comfort without having to spend 
money all at once, some Icynene contractors recommend insulating with 
Icynene in steps, but homeowners will notice results from the very first 
installation. And the very first recommendation the contractor usually 
makes is to insulate the attic floor because the energy savings can be 
considerable.
Additions and/or rooms over garage/porch: Bonus rooms offer desirable 
additional space, but they are often uncomfortable -- either too hot or too 
cold. In summer temperatures, an extra cooling zone can be required just 

Insulation Upgrades 
Deliver More Bang 
For Your Buck

 Comfort And Energy Efficiency In The 
Room Over The Garage Are Easily 

Achieved With Spray Foam Insulation.
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Chen-Del-O
Federal Credit Union
www.chendelo.org

Home
Energy Loan
             Special

   Don’t wait for the “Season of Freezin” to 
button up your home from colder weather!
   Get that house in shape NOW with a 
home energy loan from Chen-Del-O FCU 
to stay toasty all winter long.
   Money can be used to pay for wood, oil, 
pellets, gas, etc. for the season.

   Don’t need fuel or wood? Upgrade your 
old furnace or appliance to a sparkly, 
efficient new one!
   Wood or pellet stove, generator, 
refrigerator, stove, washer, dryer or freezer.  
Bring in your estimate/bill less than 6 
months old (required).  New money only, 
some restrictions may apply.

6 mos. - 6.50% APR
12 mos. - 7.00% APR
Up to 24 mos. - 7.50% APR
(Appliances only)

Borrow up to $5000 over the 
$10,000 maximum unsecured.
From Aug. 16, 2023 to Oct. 17, 2023.

114 Main St., PO Box 102, Franklin, NY 13775 • 607-829-3560 • Fax 607-829-3561

UPSTATE TOOLUPSTATE TOOL
& EQUIPMENT  LLC& EQUIPMENT  LLC

5368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY  13815

607-244-0252
upstatequalityrental@icloud.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30, Sat. 7:30-noon, Closed Sun.

Welder & Cutting Equipment
Heaters- All Sizes
Forced Air Multi-fuel Heater  
175,000 BTU Residential & 
Commercial

Power Tools
1/2” Hammer Drill 28V
Demo Saw
Power Broom
Air Jack Hammer
Electric Jack Hammer (w/bits)
Paint Sprayer

Power Equipment
Generator
Pressure Washer
10” Tile Saw
2” Sump Pump
Appliance Hand Truck
Post Hole Drill 
Walk Behind Brush Hog
Log Splitter
Walk Behind Tiller
Trencher Earth Saw
Floor Sander

See Us for All Your Rental Needs!

• Skid Steers

• Backhoes

• Attachments

• Dozers

• Excavators

• Rollers 

• Loaders

• Lifts

• Telehandler

• Off Road 

Trucks

• Trailers

• Golf Carts

• Side by Sides

WE RENT TO
HOMEOWNERS 

& CONTRACTORS

Rentals by 
the Day, 
Week or 
Month

We are now an 
AMSOIL DEALER,
also Selling Truck 

Accessories &
Plows/Parts

Unadilla, New York
Screened Gravel, Stone 

Products & Cobbles 
Delivery Available

Wakeman 1
Gravel Bank

607-434-4132

to cool the space and remove the humidity. In cold weather, it is common 
to find floors that are 10* cooler than the room.
The cause -- Air is leaking through the floor to or from the unconditioned 
garage below. Unfortunately, the conventional way of insulating the 
garage ceiling is often inadequate. It is almost impossible to install 
conventional insulation so that it stays in contact with the floor above. 
The other challenge is installing it accurately around bracing and 
bridging between joists. Air gaps usually exist between the floor and the 
insulation, compromising its R-value and performance.
The cure -- Making the bonus room a comfortable space can be easily 
achieved using spray foam insulation. Spray foam adheres to the 
construction material for a continuous air-seal and complete protective 
barrier. A product like Icynene fills and seals all gaps to minimize air 
leakage, potential condensation problems, and air quality issues. 
Homeowners can get comfortable in this room without cranking the A/C 
this summer.
More rewarding solutions are available online at 
www.insulationsmart.com.
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FREE Undermount 50/50 Double Bowl 
Stainless Steel Sink* with a purchase of

30 square feet or more!

$100 OFF any stock vanity top* with a 
purchase of your kitchen countertop

Clutter is a concern for many homeowners. Clutter can gradually accumulate, 
and over time a home can turn from a welcoming respite to a claustrophobic 
place overwhelmed by items of little or no value.
Homeowners who have battled clutter in the past often find that it is most likely 
to accumulate over the winter, when frigid temperatures outside drive more 
people indoors. Spending more time indoors means more trash indoors. 
Newspapers and magazines might be easy to discard when the weather is warm, 
but a trip outside to discard such items takes less precedence when it must be 
made in below freezing temperatures. 
The likelihood that even the cleanliest of homeowners might accumulate some 
clutter over the winter only highlights the importance of clearing a house of 
clutter in the fall. While clearing clutter can seem like an arduous task, the 
following tips can make the project much easier.
• Clean one room or area at a time. A disorganized approach to getting organized 
is likely to waste time and may even prove fruitless. Work your way through 
your home or apartment one room at a time rather than jumping from room to 
room. Have boxes or crates designated for items you find that belong in other 
rooms, and place items in the appropriate boxes as you clean rather than 
returning items to the right room as you find them. Once you have finished a 
room, move on to the next one and try to finish a room on the same day you 
started.
• Invest in a paper shredder. Old bills, bank statements, receipts, and other once-
important papers have a way of accumulating on desks, in drawers and on 
counters. Such documents often do not need to be held onto, but men and 
women are hesitant to discard them because they contain personal information. 
A paper shredder is a great investment for homeowners and apartment dwellers 
alike and can be the safest way to discard documents with potentially sensitive 
information. It’s also a friend to anyone attempting to clear clutter. Many 
shredders can shred multiple pages at a time, making them a quick and safe way 
to discard documents that have been littering a home long after they were useful.
• Decide to donate some items. Many unused items lying around your house can 

Autumn Marks A 
Great Time To
Clear Away Clutter

likely be donated to a worthy cause, which can 
help motivate you to clean out your closet of all 
those extra sweaters and other items you no 
longer wear. Encourage fellow members of the 
household to donate as well, and set aside a few 
boxes for clothes that will be donated and those 
that will be discarded. Donated items need not 
be clothes, as many goodwill organizations 
accept appliances and other products as well.
• Put seasonal items away. Storing seasonal 
items like patio furniture 
and swimsuits can help 
reduce the likelihood that 
clutter will build up in the 
months ahead. Pack items 
from your summer wardrobe 
together and store them in a 
suitcase in the back of your 
closet. This frees up room 
for your fall and winter 
clothing and helps you avoid 
overstuffed drawers.In addition to clothing, 
store seasonal furniture neatly in the back of 
your garage or storage shed, pulling out items 
like snow shovels or snow blowers you may 
need come the winter.
• Tackle the hall closet. Hall closets are 
convenient dropoff spots for items of all shapes, 
uses and sizes, as the hall closet is not 
necessarily opened each day and therefore men 
and women can simply ignore it as it gradually 
accumulates more and more random items. But 
hall closets can be valuable storage spaces when 
used appropriately. Designate a significant 
amount of time to tackle hallway closets in your home so you can thoroughly 
reduce the clutter within them and get back to using the closets as the valuable, 
organized storage units they’re intended to be. Discuss having different 
purposes for each closet, such as one devoted to cleaning items, another to 
coats, and so on. Resolve to keep the floors in each closet clear of items, as 
clutter tends to be on the floor and then work its way upward, eventually 
encompassing the entire closet. Once the hallway closets have been cleared, 
work hard to keep them clean as autumn turns into winter.
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1) NORTH NORWICH TRANSFER STATION
– 6701 NYS Hwy 12, Norwich

M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

2) BRISBEN TRANSFER STATION
– 177 Coutermarsh Rd., Greene

M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

3) PHARSALIA LANDFILL
– 439 CR 47, Norwich

M–F 8–4, Sat 8–noon

Watch for upcoming recycling programs at the landfill and transfer stations.

Recycle The Right Way

#1 – see through plastic = #1 PETE
#2 – colored plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE 

 Colored
#2 – milky color 

 plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE 
 Natural

#5 – tubs = #5 PP
all metal food & drink cans = Tin Cans
clear glass food & drink 

containers = Clear Glass
most wine bottles = Green Glass
most beer/yeast bottles = Brown Glass
junk mail/magazines/paper = Junk Mail
newspaper/pennysaver = Newsprint
cardboard boxes / 

kraft paper = Cardboard*

* Waxy or plastic coated cardboard is garbage.

All CLEAN recycling is FREE!

Household Batteries
(just tape ends with clear tape)

Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
(limit 2 per day per resident)

We Also Accept 
All Electronics**
**$7.50 fee for CRT / tube style televisions / monitors

KEEP YOUR 
COMMUNITY SAFE!

Batteries placed in the 
garbage or curbside bin can be 

damaged and cause fires or 
contaminate our water supply. 
Be sure to remove the battery 
from your device, tape both 

ends and recycle your 
batteries separately at 

our facility.
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Step Up To National Floor Center...

National Floor Center Main Showroom
46 South Washington Street

Binghamton, NY 13905
607-296-4302 / 607-772-1212

Open Mon–Fri 9 am – 7 pm, Sat 9 am – 5 pm, Sun 12–5

www.nationalfloorcenter.com

Shop Local and 
Reinvest Your 
Dollars in Our 

Local Community
• Drive a little, save a lot.
• Our best hardwood flooring is manufactured in 

Syracuse, NY by Maine Traditions.
• Our tile setting materials are manufactured in 

Plattsburg, NY by Schluter.
• Our forklifts are manufactured in Greene, NY by 

Raymond Corporation.
• All of our vehicles are purchased from local 

dealerships.
• All of our fuel is purchased from locally owned 

Mirabito stations.
• Our warehouse and showroom are both leased 

from local landlords.
• All of our charitable contributions are made to 

local organizations.
• We are a member of The Flooring Network.

The Flooring Network brings together 50 of the 
largest independent retailers in the northeast, to 
maximize buying power, inventory, and shipping 
logistics. This allows us to deliver faster than most 
national chains at very competitive prices.

Proud Member of

FREE DELIVERY
to Chenango & Delaware 

Counties

Upstate

New York’s best 

selection of tile, 

hardwood, carpet 

and vinyl at the 

area’s lowest

prices.
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116 Warn Pond Road, Rte. 12 South, Oxford, NY

“Designing Kitchens for more than 40 years.”
“Rated the best built cabinet in America 
by the leading consumers magazine.”

Affordable quality cabinets and 
complete design services.

The Only Independent/Family Owned 
Kitchen Design Center in the Area

34

(607) 843-9834 • www.fabershome.com

SPECIAL
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

FLOORING

COUNTERTOPS

• Hardwood
• Laminate
• Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Tile
• Tile
• Luxury Sheet Vinyl

Laminate • Quartz • Granite

116 Warn Pond Rd., Rte. 12 South, Oxford
607-843-2000
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm, 
Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Sat. 9 am-1 pm
www.countrysideoxford.com

WE WELCOME 
DO-IT-YOURSELFERS & CONTRACTORS
Your #1 Home Improvement Resource

Looking For A New
Kitchen or Bath in 2023?

COME TO THE
#1 DESIGN CENTER 

IN CHENANGO
COUNTY.

JUST MINUTES FROM OXFORD!

No Power?  No Problem!
Don’t be left out in the cold this winter.  A Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi® hearth 

appliance can provide your family with warmth & comfort even when the power 

goes out!  P.S. - You can even use your Lopi to cook on!  Now is the perfect time 

to invest in a beautiful Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi® gas or wood heater.  Come 

see our vast selection of fireplaces, inserts and stoves that can add the 

ambiance of fire to any home.  Talk to us about your creative vision of fire and let 

us help you ignite the fire within.

COAL STOVES • BOILERS • FURNACES

FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER & PARTSFACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER & PARTS BAGGED 
PELLETS 
& COAL

18 month 
Special 

Financing 
Available

with approved 
credit, ask for 

details


