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Stronger 
Together
There doesn’t seem to 
be a day that goes by 
without me receiving 
an email about 
possible legislation to 
limit or completely 
stop some sort of 
outdoor recreation. 
While it may stem 
from having my irons 
in multiple fires, from 
the National Wild 
Turkey Federation to 
the New York State 
Trappers Association 
to the International 
Bowhunting 
Organization. 

Some days it covers 
proposed bills that 
ban contests such as 
fishing tournaments 
or big buck 
competitions. Other 
days, it is an attempt 
to stop the use of 
foothold traps or a 
complete ban on the 
sale of any fur 
garments. Many 
times, the email will 
have a disclaimer that 
the bill currently sits 
in committee or is a 
one-house bill so it 
has some hurdles to 
overcome before 
getting voted on by 

the legislators, but it 
is an eye-opener to 
see exactly how many 
there are. I don’t want 
this to become an 
over-political article 
so I will stick to the 
principle that anyone 
who can vote should 
do the following 
things; prioritize what 
issues you feel are 
most important and 
where each candidate 
stands with each 
issue. A little bit of 
research can go a long 
way.
On top of what laws 
have already been 
passed, plus what 
other bills have 
started being 
discussed, now is the 
time that 
outdoorsmen and 
outdoorswomen need 

to come together and 
use their collective 
voice to be heard. 
Nationally, hunter 
numbers have been 
declining, with an 
uptick in the number 
of hunters thanks to 
the pandemic and 
people having interest 
in knowing where 
their food comes 
from. On top of 
declining numbers, 
the average age of a 
hunter is growing. 
This means that 
hunters are getting 
older, and no new 
young hunters are 
entering the group to 
bring the average 
down. While many 
groups have started to 
use the R3 Initiative 
(Recruitment, 
Retention, 
Reactivation), it will 
still take some time 
before new hunters 
are recruited and 
retained. However, 
legislators are not 
going to wait to get 
their agenda pushed 

through. Therefore, 
hunters must come 
together.
I get a popular 
outdoors periodical 
after a friend is done 
reading it. I read the 
section about 
Environmental 
Conservation Officer 
activity first, mainly 
to see if any of my 
college colleagues 
make it (I know of at 
least 3 of my 
classmates that have 
gone through the 
academy). After that, 
I will go page by 
page. What has really 
stuck with me lately 
has been that there is 
almost always one 
letter to the editor 
that’s is in favor of 
crossbows being 
allowed for use 
during the entire 
archery season; and 
one that fully opposes 
the same topic. The 
same statement can 
be applied to antler 
restrictions for deer 

hunting, or using 
attractants to hunt big 
game. Other 
arguments amongst 
outdoorsmen and 
outdoorswomen 
include using live bait 
to fish or using body-
gripping traps to 
catch furbearers. 
While I don’t expect 
everyone to agree 
with how I see things, 
I’ll give you my 
personal philosophy: 
the hunter/fisher/
trapper should be able 
to do what they want 
as long as it is safe 
and is not detrimental 
to the resource. I 
believe any person 
who claims to be an 
outdoorsman or 
outdoorswoman 
would think that 
increasing the number 
of outdoor 
recreationalists is of 
critical value and by 
giving people more 
options to find 
success, the number 
of participants who 
are retained is likely 
to increase. This will 
allow the resource to 
thrive as money from 
license sales and 
Pittman-Robertson or 
Dingell-Johnson 
money will come 
back for the 
management of those 
fish and/or wildlife.
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TRUCK CAPS, TONNEAU 
COVERS and BEDLINERS

Rte. 12, Norwich, NY 13815  (607) 334-7834 
SEAMAN’S L.L.C.

Ostrander 
Insurance Agency

A Local Name You Can Trust

518-517-1500
2457 State Route 7, Cobleskill, NY

Call to save.
S1657 Erie lnsurance Exchange, Erie lnsurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co., Flagship Cly 
Insurance Co.. and Erie Famly Life lnsurarce Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie lnsurance Co. of New York (Rochester, 
NY). Details at erieinsurance.com.

947 Engleville Rd., Sharon Springs • Call 518-225-5167
Open Mon.-Sat.  – Or – Call - We are here for you!

Great
Prices on Bars & 

Chains!

FIREWOOD 
SEASON
is coming 
before you 
know it...

We have 
many used & 

obsolete parts
 in stock!

Unbeatable Prices on Used Chainsaws, 
Chaps, Hard Hats and Much More!

SERVICING AND REPAIRING ALL MAKES AND MODELS

V. Winnie & Son
Good Selection 
of Used Saws!

European Skull
Mounts
Skull Cleaning & Mounting
Camo Dipping Available

315-822-5901
www.cleanskulls.com

LET OUR BEETLES DO THE WORK
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In mid- to late October, 
whitetail bucks start to 
think about the first doe 
that comes into heat. 
When the day length 
gets short enough, it 
triggers a response 
where they know a doe 
must be starting to come 
into estrous. In hopes of 
being the first buck to 
find her, bucks will start 
to roam trying to get the 
scent of that doe. This 
search is often referred 
to as cruising, as the 
bucks are just covering 
as much ground as they 
can while checking out 
the common doe 
hangouts. Cruising 
might only last a few 
days, but those are some 
of the best times to catch 
a mature buck making a 
mistake.
  Cruising bucks can be 
susceptible to calling. As 
they search high and low 
for that doe, they may 
cross into another buck’s 
territory. So, if you see a 
buck that is cruising, 
grunting at him may 
make him think another 
buck has come into his 
territory and is stealing 
his doe. Blind calling 

Catch the 
Cruise

can also work during the 
cruise. Rattling antlers 
that sound like a couple 
of bucks trying to decide 
who is in charge can 
draw in a crowd to 
witness it and potentially 
want to be the next one 
in the fight. 
  Using a doe-in-heat 
urine can bring a buck in 
on a string when used 
properly. Put the urine 
on a wick and drag the 
wick behind you as you 
walk to your stand or 
blind. Try to drag it 
across as many deer 
trails as you can on your 
way in. Plan your 
approach so the wind is 
not carrying scent from 
your stand to the scent 
trail you create. Once 
you get close to your 
stand, decide what path 
you want the deer to take 
as it comes in. Then 
walk that route with the 
drag, ending at a place 
where you have a clear 
shooting lane. Hang the 
wick on a branch and 
add some more urine to 
it. Be prepared as does 
may also follow the 
scent trail. The first deer 
I shot with a bow was a 
doe that follow a scent 
drag to my setup.
  If you prefer to keep a 

more hands-off approach 
by skipping the use of 
lures or calls, hunt food 
sources. Bucks will be 
trying to pack on some 
last-minute fat reserves 
before the rut is fully 
here. So, think 
carbohydrates when 
thinking of the food. 
Hard mast such as 
acorns or agriculture 
leftovers like corn or 
soybeans will attract 
deer as the temperatures 
start to drop. Set up on 
the downwind side of the 
feeding areas and you 
might catch a buck 
trying to slip in and 

smell out a hot doe 
before going out to feed 
himself.
  Whether you call, use 
scent, both, or none, 
remember to pay 
attention to the details of 
your hunt and what you 
might see. Deer look 
back to see other deer 
that are following them, 
so be ready as the next 
deer coming could be the 
buck your after. 
Remember to wait to 
move or draw until the 
deer’s vision is 
obstructed by something, 
such as a branch or some 
leaves.
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For The Best In Italian Food!
-Pizza -Subs -Calzones
-Pizza Rolls -Italian Antipasto
-Chicken Siciliano -Chicken Parmigiana  
-Veal Livornese -Seafood & Fish Specialties
-Daily Fresh Bread & Rolls

Daily 
Pizza 

Specials!

607-843-6555
Corner S. Canal St., Oxford
Open 7 Days A Week

Roma
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Sun. noon to close; Monday-Saturday 11:00 to close

1 Main Street, 
Oxford
607-843-5255

• 12 Big Screen Televisions!
• Sunday NFL Ticket • Daily Special
• Thursday: Wings Night, 4 pm to 10 pm
• Friday: Steak & Seafood Specials

4 pm to 10 pm
• Local Draft Beers
• Try a Flight of Drafts
• Sunday NFL Specials

Home of the

GIANT
KITCHEN NOW OPENKITCHEN NOW OPEN
Serving Lunch, Dinner & Late Night
Offering a Wide Variety Such As:

For The Best In Sports Entertainment!

Proud to
be part of 

Norwich since 
1975

Welcome To Nina’s!
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Italian & American Lunch And Dinner 
Specials Daily

A Taste of Italy... 
But in America

PIZZERIA & 
RESTAURANT
32 South Broad St., Norwich 
607-334-6278
Open 7 Days a Week
www.ninaspizzeria.biz

32 South Broad St., Norwich
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

$100 OFF
Any Purchase

Original coupons 
only. No copies 
accepted. One coupon 
per customer. Minimum 
purchase of $10.00. 
Expires 12/31/22

COUPON

1 1

Watch For 
New 

Menu!

PASTA SPECIAL
Mon. & Tues.

$1300
Pasta for 2
with 2 salads
& 2 Rolls

• Burgers • Wraps
• Sandwiches • Wings
• Salads • Chili
Just to Name a Few

Kids Menu Available
Expanded Seating for Your Comfort

• Appetizers like 
Nachos and 
Loaded Fries

For The Best In Italian Food
• Pizza • Subs • Calzones • Pepperoni Rolls 
• Antipastos • Specialty Pizza • Beer & Wine

Dinners
Choose from the Best Selection of Italian 
Dinners, cooked the old-fashioned way.
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NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com

8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

Sean Campbell
Licensed Associate Broker - Realtor

Office: (607) 334-5555
Mobile: (607) 316-8587
Sean1realtor@gmail.com

I am a member of the New York State and the National Association of Realtors, belong to 
2 Multiple Listing Services and I am a Premier Agent with Zillow.  

What this means to you is more potential buyers and sellers to choose from.
If you are looking to sell or to buy,  whether it be residential, commercial, farms or land... Let Me Help.  

I will provide exceptional personal service. 

  Give me a call today.

RESULTS that move you!
Beautiful Water Front Cottage

3 beds, 2 baths, 1,634 approximate square feet, 
septic system (1000 gal. holding tank), gas hot 
water, gas propane, well water, heat/cool - pellet 
stove, propane heating 
Listing Price..........................................$225,000

Private Country Setting
4 beds, 2 baths, built in 2002, 1,776 
approximate square feet, septic system, oil 
hot water, well water, heat/cool - forced air 
heat, oil heating, woodstove. 
Listing Price....................................$225,000

Beautiful Country Setting
1 bed, 2 baths, built in 1998, 2,400 approximate 
square feet, septic system, 4.13 acre lot, well water, 
propane gas. This was setup for a bar/restaurant but 
will make a lovely home. This is a great opportunity 
for camp, retreat family fun. 
Listing Price................................................$209,000

Beautiful Hair Salon in a Great Centrally 
Located Area with Plenty of Parking

Norwich - Commercial Sale, 4 booths with chairs, 2 washing stations, 
2 hair drying stations, storage area inside. This well maintained building 
can easily be transitioned into a studio apartment. Airbnb, sales lot, 
office place, art studio or anything you want. Electric heat, septic 
system. Listing Price...............................................................$68,000

24 Site Trailer Park. 2,400 Square Foot 
Building, Plus Greenhouse.

Commercial -  Forced air heat, oil heating, 
septic system, well water. 
Listing Price.............................................$875,000

One topic that is often discussed in the deer hunting world is the ability to remain 
undetected by the keen sense of smell possessed by white-tailed deer. A quick online 
search yields that a white-tailed deer can have up to 297 million olfactory receptors in 
their nose. This is substantially greater than the measly 5 million in the human nose. 
Knowing this, it is easy to understand why hunters go through extraordinary lengths to 
attempt to hide their odor when hunting.
Human body odor is produced as bacteria on the body break down sweat. This odor is 
something that deer do not experience in their daily lives, unless they are in urban 
areas. Therefore, when they detect the presence of a foreign odor, they think there is 
something wrong and run away.
I tend not to use the phrase scent elimination when talking about the way a hunter 
prepares before going out and while they are hunting. It would be almost impossible to 
remove every source of odor in the buildup to the hunt and during the hunt without 
being in a sterilized setting. However, I do subscribe to the notion of scent control. My 
definition of scent control is minimizing the amount of scent a hunter is exposed to 
before and during the hunt. It is useful for a hunter to develop a scent control plan and 
to stick to it to be consistent with it.
In the days and weeks leading up to the hunt, hunters can wash clothing and 
equipment to remove foreign odors that they may have developed since last season. 
There are a ton of options for laundry soap out there, the key is to use a soap with no 
UV brighteners. Deer see at the end of the light spectrum into the ultraviolet 
wavelengths. A soap with UV brighteners will make your hunting clothes stick out like 
a sore thumb. If you use soaps with brighteners for your “regular” laundry, run a cycle 
with the brightener-free soap and non-hunting clothes before doing a load of camo and 
blaze orange. Some hunters will hang dry their clothing outdoors while others use the 
dryer. The key is to remember you want to eliminate bacteria, so hanging clothes 
outside when it is cool and damp out may allow bacteria to grow on the clothing 
compared to the heat provided inside a dryer. Storing your clothes in an airtight 
container is critical so that any odors from around the house, garage, basement, or 
wherever you put them cannot get onto the clothes. Some people like duffel bags 
while others prefer plastic totes or specially designed containers. Wipe out the 
container with antibacterial wipes or use soapy water and dry it out before putting the 
freshly cleaned clothes into it. Some hunters will put leaves, pine needles, or other 
items into the container to infuse the clothing with that odor. This would be considered 

Scent Elimination 
or Scent Control

a cover scent (using another smell 
to cover the hunter’s smell).
The day of the hunt, the hunter can 
wash with shampoo and soap to 
remove the sweat and bacteria from 
their skin. After washing, the 
hunter can put on the clothes they 
will wear hunting or they can put 
on another set of clean clothes to 
wear while they finish getting 
ready. Then they can change into 
their hunting clothes at the last 
minute before heading out to 
minimize scent contamination. 
Many hunters prefer to put their 
hunting clothes on at the last 
moment, including after they drive 
to their hunting location. Vehicles 
typically have a lot of smells such 
as food, fuel, and exhaust odors. 
Once ready to go afield, many 
hunters will use a spray to reduce 
scent or as a cover (they spray is 
scented like dirt and leaves or 
acorns, etc.). 
When in the field, hunters may 
continue to use cover scents. Some 
hunters use fox urine sprayed on 
their boots to mask any scent on their boots and to get the deer to think a fox walked 
through. A few companies make scented wafers that hunters can put around their stand 
as cover scent such as pine, acorns, or fresh dirt.
Another key element is to dress appropriately for the weather and the approach to the 
hunting location. Wearing a lot of heavy clothing before a long walk or an uphill walk 
to the stand can cause the hunter to overheat and get sweaty. This will just give the 
odor causing bacteria more to break down and create more odor. The same thing goes 
for the vehicle ride to the location, if the heat is blasting in the truck the hunter may 
get sweaty before getting out to hunt.
At the end of the hunt, determine if the clothing you wore needs to be washed if you 
got sweaty in it or if you can put it back into the storage container until the next time 
you hunt. Sometimes I end up washing a piece of clothing 5 or 6 times throughout the 
fall.
While scent elimination may be near impossible, consciously thinking of ways to 
control scent can help you minimize the chances of being detected by a deer’s 
incredible nose.

Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis



is ruined because it 
will not fly straight 
off the bow again.
Carbon shafts 
replaced aluminum 
shafts as the top 
material. Carbon 
fibers are rolled into 
tube to make the 
arrow shaft. Carbon is 
much lighter than 

aluminum, 
so the 
arrows are 
lighter. 
This 
decrease in 
weight 
leads to 
faster 
arrow 
speeds and 
carbon 
shafts do 
not bend 

like aluminum shafts. 
Carbon arrows also 
have smaller 
diameters than 
aluminum, so they 
have increased 
penetration. Think of 
a nail versus a 
railroad spike. While 
carbon shafts are 
pretty rugged, the 
linear nature of the 
rolled carbon makes 
them crack or split it 
hit by another arrow 
or another dense 
object in flight. Due 
to this, it is important 

The progression of 
hunting arrows was 
wood to aluminum to 
carbon shafts. Wood 
arrows can be difficult 
to make as density 
can be slightly off 
making them weigh 

different amounts. 
Getting a perfectly 
straight wood arrow 
can also be a tall task. 
Aluminum came into 
play as it was 
something that could 
be replicated using 
machines. The ability 
to make arrow shafts 
that were nearly 
identical meant more 
consistency between 
arrows. This mean 
that arrows with the 
same flex, or spine, 
could be batched 
together easier. This 
consistency translated 
into better results 
when shooting. 
Aluminum is heavier 
than wood, so the 
arrows would have 
better penetration due 
their increased kinetic 
energy. However, 
added weight comes 
with a price, speed. 
Lighter objects take 
less to move so they 
can go faster. 
Aluminum arrows 
have one big negative 
and that is that if they 
hit something wrong, 
the shaft will bend. 
Once bent, the arrow 

to inspect each arrow 
before using them 
each time. A cracked 
shaft can lead to the 
entire arrow 
shattering when the 
bowstring is released. 
Some arrow 
companies make 
arrows using a woven 
carbon shaft instead 
of a rolled tube, 
which makes them 
more resistant to 
splitting or cracking.
One of the more 
popular arrows is a 
“best of both worlds” 
approach. A small 
diameter carbon shaft 
is covered by an 
aluminum shaft. This 
allows for added 
weight to help get 
kinetic energy and 
smaller diameter for 
added penetration. 
The aluminum outer 
shaft is still prone to 
bending like the all-
aluminum arrows are. 
Another company has 
an arrow with 
stainless steel fibers 
woven in with the 
carbon of one model.
Other factors to 
consider when 
looking for arrows 
include your draw 
length, draw weight, 
the broadhead you 
plan to shoot, and 

your target species. 
Knowing your draw 
length and weight will 
allow you to decide 
what spine strength 
your arrows will need 
to have to give you 
the best performance. 
If you choose an 
arrow spine that is too 
weak, your arrow will 
bend excessively 
during flight and give 
you poor results. 
Some mechanical 
broadheads require a 
lot of energy to open 
when they impact the 
target so shooting 
some arrows may not 
be best suited for this 
(or the broadhead 
may not be suited for 
your setup). Knowing 
what game species 
that you want to hunt 
can change what 
arrow you want. 
Small, thin-skinned 
game can be 
harvested with almost 
any arrow because 
penetration is easy to 
achieve. However 
large game species 

with thick hides can 
slow arrows down 
quick and result in 
mere flesh wounds 
instead of harvests. 
These are things to 
remember and 
consider when 
shopping for arrows. 
Do not be afraid to 
ask questions at a 

bow shop to get better 
insight on what your 
options are before 
making your choice. 
Arrows can cost 
upwards of $20 a 
piece, so do your 
homework and make 
an educated decision 
so ensure you get the 
best possible results.

Choosing 
Your Arrows

Evening Sun Outdoor 
Chenango Columnist 
Eric Davis

One of the more popular 
arrows is a “best of 
both worlds” approach. 
A small diameter carbon 
shaft is covered by an 
aluminum shaft. This 
allows for added weight 
to help get kinetic 
energy and smaller 
diameter for added 
penetration.
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44 S. Canal St. (Rte. 12 South)
Oxford, NY  607-843-7111

HUGE SELECTION of N.Y.S., 
California and International Wines

• 10% Sr. Citizen Discount on in-stock wine
• 10% Discount on case wine 

(including mix & match)
• Local delivery available!
• Gift packs year -’round
• We accept all credit cards
• Mon.-Thurs. 10-7; Fri. & Sat. 9-8



public lands. This can 
be due to less hunting 
pressure, making it so 
they do not leave the 
area after being 
disturbed repeatedly.
  The first step is to 
know exactly who the 
landowner of the 
property is where you 
are asking to hunt. 
Applications on your 
phone, such as OnX 

  When it comes to 
finding a place to 
hunt, one of the more 
daunting tasks is to 
ask a landowner for 
permission to hunt. 
Being allowed to hunt 
on private property 
can greatly increase 
your odds of success 
compared to some 

Maps, can allow you 
to pull up the tax map 
over an aerial photo. 
Then you click on the 
property and the 
owner information 
pops up. You can also 
go to the County Real 
Property Tax 
Department and use 
the computer there to 
look at the tax map. 
These options also let 

you see 
what the 
property 
lines are. 
Another 
way is to 
ask at a 
house 
nearby. 
Be 
careful 
because 
some 
people 
will lie 
and tell 
you they 
own it 
and that 
you 
cannot 
hunt (or they will say 
they don’t own it and 
send you looking for 
someone who doesn’t 
exist).
  When asking for 
permission, I try to 
follow a few simple 
steps. First is to dress 
appropriately. A shirt 
and tie are overkill 
but don’t go wear torn 
up and stained clothes 
either. Remember you 
are asking for 
permission to be on 
someone else’s 
property, so show 
them respect. When 
they answer the door, 
introduce yourself 
and offer a handshake 
(or ask if they are ok 
with it, thanks to 
COVID-19). Give 
them a brief rundown 
of why you are there 
and then ask if they 
allow hunting on their 
property.
  If they give you 
permission to hunt 

there, having a couple 
follow-up questions 
can save you from 
having problems later. 
Some examples 
would be, does 
anyone else have 
permission to hunt 
there, is it alright to 
put treestands up, is it 
alright to harvest does 
(if you have the 
appropriate tags), can 
I have someone hunt 
with me? 
  If other people have 
permission to be 
there, then there is a 
chance that you could 
see them while you 
are hunting. The 
question always 
seems to be what do 
you do? The first 
thing to do is to make 
sure they know you 
are there. DO NOT 
wave or make 
motions with your 
arms. Talk in a loud, 
clear voice to let them 
know you are there. 

Once you know they 
have seen you, you 
can approach them to 
talk. Make sure you 
both handle your 
firearms/bows safely 
during your 
interaction. If you are 
new to the property, 
you may not feel 
comfortable asking 
them questions 
regarding them 
having permission to 
be there but if you 
want to ask their 
name and how they 
know the owner. See 
how long they have 
been hunting that 
property and if they 
have any tips. If they 
stammer or seem 
suspicious, stop and 
talk to the landowner 
about the interaction. 
If you think they have 
permission to be 
there, it may be worth 
asking them where 
they usually hunt so 
you can avoid 
running into them all 
the time. Or consider 
exchanging contact 
information so you 
can coordinate who is 
hunting where.
  The thing to keep in 
the back of your mind 
is that it only takes 
one person to ruin it 
for everybody else. 
Whether it is through 
littering, bringing a 
bunch of buddies with 
them, or driving their 
vehicle where they 
should not. So be on 
the lookout and report 
anything suspicious 
to the landowner.

Gaining 
Permission

Evening Sun Outdoor 
Chenango Columnist 
Eric Davis
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EmpireWirelessllc.com
Downtown Sherburne, NYDowntown Sherburne, NY

Watch HD TV anywhere 
and pay only for the 
months you use with no 
long-term commitments!

WE MAKE IT EASY  to take the TV and WiFi 
you love and need with you to the great outdoors.

BRING BOTH WITH YOU
on your camping, 
fishing & hunting trips.

PORTABLE SATELLITE TV 
ANTENNA AND A PORTABLE 
WiFi INTERNET AVAILABLE 
THRU EMPIRE WIRELESS LLC.
Call for details or stop in for a demo!

VIRTUALLY 
ANYWHERE!

607-674-9529

Packages
starting at $5999

No commitment, no credit check, no contract.
25-800 GB/month available. (Depends on location)
Prices are $55-$15599/month. Must purchase modem 
and autopay only. Activation fees of $10 - $20

EMPIRE

Switching is easy!  Keep your phone number, 
contacts, photos and apps.
Unlimited talk, text and data
$2999

/mo. per line
For new and current Dish customers.
20 GB per line.

with Hopper and voice
remote. $5 extra per TV. 
Some restrictions may apply.

Prices may vary, because of promotion changes.

We Fill:
• Propane Tanks
• Paint Ball Cartridges
• Oxygen
• Acetylene
• Specialty Gases

5368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY  13815
607-336-3373 • Mon.-Fri. 8:00-4:30; Sat. 10-2

We Sell:
• Dry Ice

MILLER • LINCOLN
GENERAC  • MILWAUKEE

We are your 
Milwaukee Tool 

Center!



Once you have 
checked all the traps 
and made sure they 
are good to go, 
slightly open the jaws 
and insert a nail 
unless they are 
rubber-jawed traps. I 
use a piece of wire 
and make a loop and 
put 4-6 traps on a 
loop at the end of 
their chains.
  While there are 
many ways to boil 
your traps, I like to 
use a turkey fryer and 
a large stock pot. 
Some people use 
small water tubs used 
for livestock and I’ve 
seen guys use old 
beer kegs that were 
cut open. Fill the pot 
about hallway with 
water and put some 
degreaser in the water 
(toilet cleaner works 
well surprisingly). 
Bring the water to a 
boil and lower in a 
group of traps slowly. 
Depending on the 
trap size, you can 
sometimes get 
multiple bunches in 
the water at a time. 
Let the trap sit in the 
pot for about half an 
hour. After taking 
them off, spray them 
with a garden hose to 
remove any wax that 
might have clung on 

  October 25 marks 
the first day you can 
set traps to catch 
some species of 
furbearers in New 
York. Make sure you 
are ready for opening 
day by getting your 
traps dyed and waxed 
in advance.
  If you are using 
traps that you already 
had last year, the first 
step is to give them a 
quick inspection. 
Spotting problems 
now could save you 
later. Make sure the 
trap sets and goes off, 
then make sure each 
trap has your name 
tag on it. In New 
York, your tag can 
have either your name 
and address or your 
12-digit NYSDEC ID 
number (which is on 
your license). Some 
people like the DEC 
ID number so that if 
someone finds their 
trap that doesn’t like 
trapping, they cannot 
find you. 
Environmental 
Conservation Officers 
can put the ID in their 
computers to get your 
information if they 
need to contact you 
about your traps. 

after pulling the traps 
up out of the water 
(the wax floats on the 
water). Hang the traps 
to dry someplace. I 
like to stand a pallet 
up and put nails 
across the top, 
hanging each wired 
loop of traps from a 
nail. Keep putting in 
traps and taking them 
out until you have 
done all of them. 
  Let the traps sit 
outside for a week at 
a minimum to start 
getting some surface 
rust. The porosity of 
the rust lets the dye 
soak in better. Using 
the same pot as 
before, fill it about 
halfway with water 
and start heating it. I 
like logwood dye 
powder; one packet 
covers a couple dozen 
traps usually. Follow 
the direction on the 
packet for how long 
to leave your traps in 
the dye.
  The final step is to 
wax your traps. You 
should do this the 
same day as dyeing 
your traps if possible. 
I keep my wax in a 
separate pot to keep it 
from being 
contaminated and as 
scent-free as possible. 

Warm us the wax 
slowly and wait for it 
to look like fryer oil. 
Make sure your traps 
don’t have any water 
on them as the water 
will cause the wax to 
spurt and gurgle. 
Slowly lower a 
bundle of traps into 
the melted wax. 
Immediately you will 
see a heavy layer of 
wax form on the traps 
since they are colder 
than the wax. Wait a 
few minutes until that 
heavy layer melts off 
as the traps get 
warmer. Now you can 
remove the traps from 
the pot and let the 
wax drip back into 
the pot for 10 or 15 
seconds. Take the 
bundle and hang it to 
air dry out of direct 
sunlight.
  Once all the traps 
have been waxed and 
are dry, remove them 
from their bundle, 
scrape the excess wax 
off the dog and pan 
latch, remove the nail 

from between the 
jaws, set the trap and 
test fire it. Make sure 
it fires as a reasonable 
pan level and under 
the right amount of 
pressure on the pan. 
If the trap passes this, 
add a cable stake (if 
you use cable stakes) 
and place it into a 

plastic tote.
  Remember, do NOT 
wax conibear or 
body-gripping traps. 
This makes them fire 
easier and can cause 
you a lot of pain if 
they accidentally fire 
when you are setting 
the trap.

Preparing 
Your Traps

Evening Sun Outdoor 
Chenango Columnist 
Eric Davis
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Make sure you are
READY to SEE 

it ALL

We Do
Fill Outside 
Prescriptions

Visit us online at www.billrappsubaruofnorwich.com
4814 State Highway 23, Norwich, NY 13815 (866) 801-6094

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 9-6, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3, Sun. Closed

Like us on 
Facebook

*Remember What Brian Rapp Says:
“Bill Rapp Subaru of Norwich- Always a Great Deal, 

Always the Smart Choice!”

JUST ANNOUNCED!
SUBARU EXPRESS SERVICE!

JUST WALK IN!
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!
• Express Lube, Oil & Filter
• Free Multi-Point Inspection
• Free NY State Inspections
• Free Check Engine Light Scan
• Shuttle Service

• Free Towing Service
• Loaner Cars
• Free Alignment Check
• Love It or Leave It Guarantee

10% Off
Any Service

(Up to $100 Savings)
Expires 12/31/22

We work on all makes and models!

Bill Rapp Service Coupon 

Replace them with one 
of our Money Saving, 
High-efficiency Systems

If your heating system is more 
than 15 years old, chances are 
you’re paying more than you 
should to heat your home. 
By replacing your old system 
with one of our modern, high-
efficiency systems you could 
reduce your fuel consumption 
significantly.

Making Warm Friends For Over 85 Years

3919 St. Hwy 23, West Oneonta, NY 13861
Phone (607) 432-6633 • 800-421-2867 

Reinhardthomeheating.com

Call today
to schedule your 
heating system 

cleaning & 
tune-up
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We Carry Pete Rickard Scents and Lures
Also Carry Black Widow Deer Lures

Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-12

30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

   In the Southern Zone of the state in terms of big game hunting, 
muzzleloader season runs for 8 days immediately following regular gun 
season. Now there is a Holiday Deer Hunt that is from December 26 
through January 1 where hunters can use muzzleloaders. These seasons are 
short but can be excellent hunting. The buck I have mounted on my wall 
was shot during muzzleloader season.
  Muzzleloaders of today have come a long way from the percussion cap 
and flintlocks styles used by early settlers in America. Some hunters still 
use the older style muzzleloaders, but modern in-lines are by far the best 
sellers. The ability to remove the breech plug and have a straight shot to 
clean the barrel make in-lines much easier to clean and therefore less likely 
to rust and pit from not removing all the burnt powder. This makes in-lines 
more likely to stay accurate longer and not need to be replaced as soon.
  When buying a muzzleloader, think about how you plan to hunt with it. If 
you plan on taking shots that are 50 yards and under only, you can probably 
get by using open sights. For longer shots, a scope is the way to go. Almost 
every new muzzleloader comes drilled and tapped to have a scope base 
mounted on it. That includes those with open sights, so you could always 
add a scope later if you decide you want to.
 When it comes time to shoot a muzzleloader there are three components 
that make the shot work; powder, primer, and bullet. There are multiple 
options for each of these components. 
  You can purchase either loose powder or powder that is pre-formed into 
pellets or sticks. Loose powder requires that you measure the powder to get 
the charge you want before putting it into the barrel. Loose powder allows 
for more precise powder charges and can lead to better performance if a 
shooter is able to test different charges to see what shoots the best in their 
muzzleloader. Pelletized powder comes in standard charge sizes that allow 

Muzzleloader 
Basics Evening Sun Outdoor 

Chenango Columnist 
Eric Davis

for quick loading without using a measure or funnel. The drawback to 
pelletized powder is that the pellets can be slightly different in weight that 
can result in less consistent accuracy. For the most part though, the 
difference is not great enough to affect the accuracy of a muzzleloader out 
to 100 yards. Another consideration when deciding what powder to use is 
the ease of cleaning. All powder is corrosive once it has been fired, but 
some powders take longer to dirty up a barrel. Do some research either 
online or by talking to other hunters to see what they recommend.
Most current in-line muzzleloaders use a 209 primer. The 209 primer was 
originally used in shotgun shells but has been found to provide the optimal 
spark for ignition in modern muzzleloaders. Some companies even market 
209 primers that are specific for use in muzzleloaders and with certain 
muzzleloading powders. There now are a couple of muzzleloaders that use 
a powder and primer combination that is loaded in the breech and only the 
projectile is loaded down the barrel.
As the component that does the flying and impacting on the game, the 
bullet you choose can be important. There are two main styles of 
muzzleloading bullet (or projectile) available. The first is the sabot. This 
uses a conical bullet that slips into a plastic sleeve with four petals that is 
then loaded into the barrel. The plastic sleeve engages the rifling on the 
inside of the barrel and causes the bullet inside to spin. When fired, once 
the sabot leaves the barrel, the petals on the sleeve open and the bullet 
keeps flying independent of the sleeve. The sabot provides excellent 
accuracy but takes longer to load into the barrel. The second bullet option is 
a conical bullet with a gas seal around the base. The seal on the bullet 
engages the rifling when the muzzleloader is fired to create spin. This style 
of bullet can be less accurate than a sabot but is easier and faster to load 
because there is no sleeve to put the bullet in before putting in the barrel to 
load it.
So, if you find yourself in the market for a new muzzleloader, remember 
that modern muzzleloaders aren’t like your grandfather’s muzzleloader.



  One of the most 
common stories you 
hear when you ask 
someone how they got 
into hunting, is how 
they hunted squirrels or 
rabbits as a kid.
  Small game hunting 
can be a great ‘blast 
from the past’ if you 
haven’t gone in awhile 
and a great way to 
introduce new hunters 
to the sport. There 
typically are two ways 
to look at small game 
hunting, before or after 
deer season.
  Squirrel season is one 
of the first seasons to 
open, starting on 
September 1, each 
year. This allows you 
to get out into the 
woods while the 
weather is still pretty 
reasonable. Warm 
weather lets you take 
youth hunters who 
might not want to hunt 
in the extreme cold of 
winter. Thinning out 
the squirrels around 
your favorite tree stand 
can be beneficial later 
during deer season 
while supplying some 
meat for delicious stew.
  Early squirrel hunting 
can be a little tricky 
due to heavy leaf cover 

on the trees that 
haven’t even begun to 
think of falling off. 
Typically a shotgun 
loaded with #5 or 6 
shot will suffice as it 
has large enough 
pellets to penetrate 
through the leaves with 
enough kinetic energy 
to remain lethal. Once 
the leaves start to fall 
and the tree tops are 
more open, a .22 rifle 
with a scope – or iron 
sight if your eyes are 
still good – will allow 
you to shoot a little 
farther and more 
accurately.
  A single projectile 
means you won’t find 
random pieces of shot 
in the meat later. When 
hunting squirrels, pay 
close attention to your 
back drop when getting 
ready to shoot. 
Especially when a 
squirrel is up in the 
crown of a tree.
  Once October 1, rolls 
around, rabbit, ruffed 
grouse, and pheasant 
seasons open. Rabbit 
hunting can be tricky 
without snow on the 
ground, unless you 
have a dog that is 
trained. Ruffed grouse 
offer a similar problem 
but only because their 
preferred method of 
escape is to run instead 
of flying. Ruffed 

during deer season, use 
extreme caution and 
wear a lot of hunter 
orange. Wearing 
orange while small 
game hunting is a 
smart idea no matter 
what other seasons are 
open as well.
  Being able to wander 
through the woods 
without being as 
careful about your 
noise and scent as you 
were during deer 
season can be 
relieving. It also is a 
great way to do a little 
post-season scouting, 
especially when there 
is snow on the ground.
  Not only can you see 
deer tracks so you can 
try to figure out if you 
should move a tree 
stand, but the animals 
you are hunting are 
more visible against a 
white backdrop. A 
sunny day after a fresh 
snow storm typically 
brings rabbits out from 
their thick hiding 
places to the outer 
edges, so they can soak 

up the sunlight. 
Sneaking along the 
south side of a thicket 
can be rewarding.
  On cloudy days you 
can team up with a 
couple friends and 
drive the same thick 
areas as you would 
during deer season 
except you don’t want 
to have sitters on the 
far end. Make a line of 
hunters about 20-30 

yards apart, enough so 
that you can see each 
other, and walk slowly 
through the thick cover, 
making sure to walk 
right on top of the 
thickest, nastiest 
patches to kick out any 
rabbits that might be 
hiding.
 With the season 
coming to an end on 
Feb. 28, it should be 
noted that these tips 
mentioned for small 
game hunting should 
be pocketed for future 
hunting seasons. 
  As always, know your 
target and what’s 
beyond it and wear 
blaze orange.

Small game 
season is open

grouse tend to stick 
around young, conifer-
dominated forests. This 
is why they would 
rather duck underneath 
everything rather than 
try to maneuver 
through the low tree 
limbs. A dog that can 
track them down faster 
than a person can walk 
will keep them from 
running too far before 
deciding that flying 
might be a better route. 
You still need to keep 
up with the dog the 
best you can and be 
ready for a quick, small 
shot window.
  The Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation stocks 
pheasants on public 
access lands, primarily 
state-owned property 
such as State Forests or 
Wildlife Management 
Areas. You can 
typically get a list of 
what properties are 
going to have 
pheasants released 
right from the 
NYSDEC website.
  Again, a dog is 
extremely useful to 
sniff out the birds on 
the ground. However, a 
group of hunters 
spaced apart walking 
through an overgrown 
field can kick up any 
pheasants in the field.
  If you aren’t a bow 
hunter or if the October 
lull has hit, a trip out 
carrying your bird gun 
can be a good switch 
up. While you certainly 
can small game hunt 
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We have you covered

Burt Matott, Jr. • Phone / Fax: 607-674-9281
84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460

M-F 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Sun. 9-1 (Dec.-March)
Email: sherburnesports@frontiernet.net

• Jackets • Helmets • Gloves • Plugs
• Oil (including Amsoil®)  • Parts & Accessories

ATV, Motorcycle (Dirt & Street) 

HEADQUARTERS
ATV

Tire Special

Only
$295

25x8x12 or 25x10x12. 
Four Tires

SHERBURNE SPORTS
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Like us on Facebook!

Call Or Text
Devin Doenges

607-287-4321

• Small/Light Demolition/Clean Up Work
• Camper/Motorhome Removal
• Scrap Vehicle Removal/General 

Hauling (I do not purchase junk cars)
• Removal of Big/Bulky Heavy Items

RUBBISH REMOVAL

SMALL & LARGE SCALE CLEAN OUTS

https://doengesrubbishremoval.com/

DOENGES

We Do Not Remove Paints, Oils, Spackles, Fluorescent 
Lightbulbs Or Any Other Potentially Hazardous Liquids/Debris.

Licensed RE Associate Broker
Pearl “Ruby” Torres

Direct 845-461-5132
pearlrubytorres@kw.com

HUDSON
VALLEY NORTH

Each office independently owned and operated 

CONTACT ME FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

HUNTERS DELIGHT!
Attention:  hunters and outdoor 
enthusiasts! Here is all the privacy you 
need on this 20 acre parcel. This 
property consists of a spacious 2 
bedroom mobile home with deck off 
main bedroom, 3 a/c units, water 
heater 1 yr old, electric and oil heat, 
propane for cooking, newer metal roof 
and huge 30 x 60 pole barn/garage. 
This home is on a private road and 
cannot be seen from the road, long 
driveway. 100 amp electric at the 
house and 100 amp at pole barn. Pole 
barn has two wood stoves and plenty 
of room for all your toys!! Most 
everything is available for $ sale and 
can be negotiated to stay with the 
house, including generator and other 
equipment. Low taxes at $2020.11 
per year.  Offered at $205,000

196 ANTONUCCI DRIVE, CONESVILLE, NY

Plumbing & Heating Specialists
Gilbert Plumbing and Heating has been providing 
quality plumbing and heating services for over 
30 years. We offer full heating equipment 
service including new installations, repairs and 
service contracts. We provide commercial and 
residential services for any heating or plumbing 
system installation and repairs.
Contact us for details or for an estimate. 

Gilbert Plumbing and Heating...
Quality without Compromise!

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776 607-783-2289

www.gilbertph.com



While the thunderous 
gobbles of mature toms 
make the spring turkey 
season so exciting, a 
good fall turkey hunt 
can feel more 
rewarding. Autumn has 
turkeys focus on one 
thing, getting ready for 
winter. To go into the 

Fall Turkey Tactics
cold season as prepared 
as they can be, turkeys 
must pack on fat 
reserves that will help 
them get by when snow 
is covering the ground 
(and the foods they 
usually eat). Because 
of this, hunting turkeys 
in the fall typically 
relies on patterning the 
turkeys.
A turkey has a simple 

life motto of, “if I 
survived yesterday, I’ll 
do the same thing 
again today.” This 
lends itself to making 
fall hunting easier as 
long as you know what 
the turkeys did 
yesterday. Getting to 
know their schedule, 
such as hitting a corn 
field in the morning or 
being in a block of 

woods in the afternoon 
lets you create your 
game plan. If you 
know the birds travel 
plan, you can set up an 
ambush spot. Make 
sure you get there a 
little early so you can 
get settled in and make 
sure of your shooting 
lanes. If you know the 
turkeys’ pattern well 
enough, you don’t need 

to bring any calls.
Calling fall turkeys is a 
different game than 
calling spring turkeys. 
In the fall, toms and 
last year’s jakes form 
into bachelor groups 
that generally do their 
own thing compared to 
the hen and poult 
flocks. If you know the 
whereabouts of a 
bachelor flock, using 
some gobbler or jake 
yelps can convince the 
group that either a 
member is nearby. 
They may also 
investigate because 
there is a pecking order 
within the flock so they 
will come try to put 
this new guy into his 
place. 
Where most callers 
have success in the fall, 
is calling to the hen 
and poult flocks. 
Multiple hens with 
their poults from this 
spring form larger 
flocks where they use 
the strength in number 
approach to surviving. 
However, the flaw in 
their system is that 
poults can wander off 
without being noticed 
in the crowd. When a 
poult gets lost or too 
far from the others, 
they will call to see 
where the flock has 
gotten. This call is 
referred to as a kee-
kee. It often sounds 
more like a whistle 
than a “turkey call.” 
When hens hear this, 
they will cluck yelp in 
response. It is like the 
wild turkey version of 
Marco Polo. The 
ability to replicate the 
kee-kee makes a 
hunter’s success rate 
go up. To produce this 
high-pitched call, use a 
diaphragm call what 
has 2 reeds and doesn’t 
have any cuts in the 
reeds.

Another calling tactic 
that can work is to 
challenge the dominant 
hen in a flock. The 
flock has a pecking 
order just like the 
bachelor group does, 
with one hen being the 
alpha. If you call 
aggressively at her, she 
may respond with her 
own excited yelps and 
cackles. Generally, I 
try to mimic what I 
hear from the live bird 
that way I don’t get too 
aggressive and cause 
her to take the flock 
the opposite direction.
One hunting technique 
that deserves to be in 
its own category is fall 
turkey hunting with 
dogs. It is legal to use 
dogs to fall turkey hunt 
in New York, as well 
as dozens or other 
states. The approach is 
somewhat simple but 
complex all the while. 
You go out with your 
dog to get on the scent 
of a flock of birds, set 
the dog off and the dog 
breaks up the flock. 
You then get the dog 
and pick a spot to sit 
and call. Since the 
birds want to be back 
together, you call like 
one of them and hope 
they reconvene within 
range of you. This is a 
technique that still 
requires you to have a 
good idea of where the 
turkeys are at a given 
time so you can get the 
dog onto fresh scent.

Calling fall 
turkeys is a 

different 
game than 

calling 
spring 

turkeys. 
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Check Us Out For The Best Selection
Of Hunting And Fishing Needs In The 
Central NY Area!

Largest 
selection 

of long and 
hand guns 

in the 
area

• Lures • Bait • Ammunition
• Fishing Supplies
• Bows • Archery Supplies
• Archery Lanes • Crossbows
• Camping Supplies & Accessories

Firearms and Ammunition Arrive Daily!

BIG DIAMOND REAL ESTATE
Victor Seitles

Broker
117 Ryberg Road, McDonough, NY 13801

(607) 843-6988 • Fax (607) 843-6989
www.bigdiamondre.com

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

LAND FOR SALE
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DRASTIC REDUCTION – GRAYSON DRIVE, NORWICH, NY. 
3+/-Acre Building lot in exclusive Development. 
Just a few minutes from Town. Priced..............................................................$14,500

REDUCED – GRAVEL POTENTIAL. 114 acres with magnificent views.
Frontage on Route 12 north of Norwich. Tillable acreage 
and Woodlands. Excellent hunting. Priced.....................................................$200,600

PRESTON, NY. 60 acres on Tamarac Road. Wooded parcel with excellent road 
frontage and potential pond site. Great for recreation, hunting or building a home.
Long road frontage. Ribbons are up on road frontage at approximate 
borders. Priced................................................................................................$62,500 

PLYMOUTH, NY. 34 acres great development land, home site, farming, recreation 
and more. Lots of frontage on the Canasawacta Creek for the avid fisherman. 
Portions of the land have been maintained with crops. There is a nice mix of open 
and treed areas. If you are looking for more land, additional acreage may be 
available on both sides. If you love golfing, the Canasawacta Country Club is 
right up the road. Come take a look! Ribbons are up for approximate road 
frontage boundaries. Priced.............................................................................$99,500

PLYMOUTH, NY. 20 acres. Nice square, level meadow with treed boundary on 
2 sides and about 900 feet of road frontage on maintained road with electric. 
Located minutes from downtown Norwich and just a short walk to the Canasawacta 
Country Club golf course. Build, develop, farm, crop, recreation and more. 
This land has been mowed/maintained. More land available. Ribbons up to 
indicate approximate road frontage. Priced......................................................$60,000

PLYMOUTH, NY. 18 acres with more land available. Minutes from downtown 
Norwich.  Quite level with maintained croplands and treed border for Privacy. 
Canasawacta Creek in rear. Excellent fishing. You can build, develop for home site, 
recreation, Homestead or what ever your needs may be. There aren’t many larger 
parcels this close to town. Paved maintained road with electric. Ribbons 
marking approximate road frontages. Priced...................................................$54,000

OXFORD, NY – 35 ACRES. Versatile property that slopes up gently from the road 
giving scenic rolling hill views. Frontage on Rte 27 and Basswood Rd. Nice mix
of open and wooded. Perfect spot to build, mini farm, recreation possible, 
subdivision and more. Priced...........................................................................$99,000

RIVER BOTTOM – 20 acres with excellent frontage on Route 12 north of 
Norwich. Priced................................................................................................$60,000

LAND WANTED – Have Qualified buyer looking for 25 to 50 acres with 
nice body of water.  Preferably stream, 50% meadows.

Reflecting 
on the Past

Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

  This year marks the 16th year of deer hunting for me in New York. I 
discovered waterfowl hunting before thinking about bowhunting, so I 
only gun hunted for deer for the first 4 years or so. In college I took 
bowhunter education one summer and decided to try archery hunting. I 
haven’t looked back since.
  Now when I reminisce about my early years as a deer hunter, I can’t 
help but laugh and cringe at some of it. Whenever I can, I use this 
reflection to give new hunters some advice to help them shorten the 
learning curve hopefully.
  It can be hard for teenagers, and even adults, but the greatest tool for 
seeing more deer is to SIT STILL. From toe tapping to swatting at bugs, 
I thought, if the deer is close enough to see that then I should be able to 
shoot them. While maybe this is true for some situations, it is not the 
case for them all. A quick movement from snaping your head around 
after hearing a stick break is all a deer needs to see before taking off and 
letting any other nearby deer that something isn’t right. If you hear 
something, first try to look with only moving your eyes. If you can’t see 
it, slowly turn your head. A smartphone can keep you from fidgeting too 
much, but it can also distract you from seeing something quick enough 
to get a shot off.
 The next lesson I wish I learned sooner was that missing a shot happens. 
Every hunter at some point misses what they are aiming at. The key is 
how they respond to it. Everybody’s first response is to find something 
to blame it on. From an unseen branch to the deer jumping the shot, it 
can be easy to shift the blame. If you are concerned that something 
happened to your equipment, go to the range, and double-check things. 
If you don’t find anything wrong with the equipment, then user error is 

likely the cause of the miss. The key then is to have not think about your 
last shot but know that your next shot will be accurate. The first year I 
bowhunted, I missed four different deer. It took another two years 
before I harvested a deer with my bow. Even last year I missed a doe on 
a deer drive because I flinched anticipating the recoil of the rifle but 30 
seconds later, I made a perfect shot on another doe and watched her go 
down.
  The third thing that comes to mind is having the right equipment for 
the job. While yes, the bow/arrow/gun/ammo are important, there are 
other pieces of equipment to bring. First and foremost is clothing. 
Staying dry and warm will make you stay in your stand or blind longer. 
The longer you are there, the more likely you are to see a deer. Footwear 
is equally important. Don’t wear the heaviest socks with the most 
insulated boots you can find. Your feet will sweat on the walk in and 
then get cold as the sweat evaporates. It may take some trial and error to 
find the right combination of sock and boot to stay comfortable in 
different temperatures. Other important equipment includes a sharp 
knife, gutting gloves, a drag rope, and a headlamp. On really cold days, 
a hot beverage in a thermos and a high calorie snack can help keep you 
in the stand longer.
  I am sure other hunters have the same feeling when they look back at 
their hunting careers and just think, “What was I thinking?”
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Regular firearms 
season has ended and 
the muzzleloader 
season ends soon. With 
these closures, it’s time 
to put things away until 
next year. Of all your 
gear, your firearm is 
likely the most 
expensive tool you 
have so it makes the 
most sense to take 
good care of it. After a 
season of use, it needs 
a good cleaning, inside 
and out, before it is put 
into storage for the 

next few months.
The first thing to do is 
to make sure you have 
all the right supplies to 
get the job done. You 
will need a rod, a 
bronze brush, and a 
slotted or pointed jag. 
Most basic gun 
cleaning kits will have 
these. Get the brush 
and jag ends so that 
they match the caliber/
gauge of your firearm. 
Next, get some 
cleaning patches. 
These will be labelled 
with a caliber range 
they are good for. 
Either get the ones that 

fits your firearm or go 
bigger and you can 
trim them down. This 
works well if you have 
multiple firearms to 
deal with. Finally, you 
will want bore-cleaner 
and an anti-rust oil. If 
you are cleaning a 
black powder gun, you 
will want bore-cleaner 
that is designed for 
cleaning muzzleloaders 
as it will better clean 
out powder residue.
Make sure your firearm 
is unloaded before 
starting to work on it. I 
like to start with a dry 
patch first to get as 
much loose stuff from 
inside of the barrel as I 
can. Next, send the 
brush down to break 
loose crud and soot. 
Follow this with a 
patch saturated in bore 
cleaner. Take your time 
with this so that is has 
time to get the entire 
inside of the barrel. 
Look through the 
barrel to see how clean 
the rifling is. If you 
need to, alternate 
between the brush and 
saturated patches until 
the inside of the barrel 
looks clean. Now start 
using dry, clean 

patches to clean up any 
cleaner and soot until 
your patch comes out 
of the barrel clean. To 
prevent rusting in the 
barrel, I put a patch 
saturated in rust-
preventing oil such as 
RemOil down the 
barrel and then just one 
pass with a dry patch. 
When working with 
gun cleaning 
chemicals, make sure 
the area is well 
ventilated.
Another option that I 
highly recommend is a 
cleaning snake. This is 
an all-in-one tool that 
you feed from the 
action down the barrel 
and pull out the barrel. 
The snake has brush 
bristles built in 
followed by oversized 
nylon material that fills 
the entire barrel so it 
cleans everything as 
you pull it down the 
barrel. What is nice 
with these is that the 
crud in the barrel is 
brought out the muzzle 
instead of pushed into 
the action the way a 
typical cleaning rod 
works. You can put 
cleaning products on 
the snake and after a 

few uses, you 
can hand wash 
the snake using 
dish soap and 
warm water.
For the exterior 
of the firearm, 
look for any 
surface rust or 
pitting. If you 
see any, focus 
on this area 
first. Sometimes 
a cotton rag 
along with 
some oil will 
take care of it. If it 
doesn’t, get some fine 
steel wool and use it 
with gun oil to smooth 
the area out and 
remove the rust. If the 
spot is too bad, 
consider taking it to a 
gunsmith to have it 
removed and the area 
re-blued. If the exterior 
okay, use a cotton rag 
to put a light coating of 
oil on any metal 
surface. If your firearm 
has a wood stock, do 
not use oil on the stock 
and be careful on areas 
where the wood meets 
metal. The oil will 
cause the wood to 
swell and can lead to 
cracking in the stock. A 
common 
misconception is that 
firearms with stainless 
barrels will never rust. 
Stainless barrels take 
longer to rust, but they 
will rust so make sure 
you don’t put off 
cleaning your firearm 

Putting your deer gun 
away, the right way

with a stainless barrel.
Once a firearm is 
cleaned and oiled, it is 
ready for storage. Once 
it is stored, moisture is 
the top enemy of 
firearms. You can 
purchase silica gel 
desiccants that absorb 
moisture out of the air 
to put into your gun 
safe. The same material 
is what comes in the 
little packets that are in 
the box when you buy 
new shoes. Whenever I 
get new shoes I take 
that packet and toss it 
in my gun cabinet or 
into my soft cases I use 
to transport firearms to 
and from hunting 
locations. Try to check 
on your firearms 
periodically while they 
are stored to make sure 
they aren’t developing 
any surface rust and 
that the inside of the 
barrel isn’t rusting 
either.
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Now Under New Ownership!

Your Source For All Your 
Recognition Awards

Delivery Available

Mack Family Enterprise, LLC
(Dave, Kim and Dylan Mack)
22 South Broad St.
Norwich, NY 13815

607-336-8366
607-316-0807

� TROPHIES
���MEDALS
� PLAQUES

� CORPORATE AWARDS
��DESK CLOCKS
� ACRYLIC AWARDS

DEER 
PROCESSING

At The Boss Farm For Over 25 Years
Skinned • Cut • Ground

• Vacuum Sealed 
• Italian Sausage • Breakfast Sausage 

• Caping for Mounts • Skull Caps

1545 Cty. Hwy. 25, Richfield Springs, NY 13439

www.deerprocessingny.com
315-868-6705 / 315-985-5374

Specialty Meats Available
We’ve partnered with a third party to bring 

you Venison Jerkies and other specialty meats.

$100 Per Deer For Basic Processing


